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| THE ITT, 
Lord Biſhop of LON DOM, 
Phe” "+ 7 r* a —. 


An INHABITANT -of His. "MAJESTYs 


| Leeward- Caribbze-Iands. | Ws» 8 


Containing ſome ConSIDER AT _— on 
His Lordſhip's Two Letters of May 19, 1 ; 


* U 255 
. be BE DS I RST | a 
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To the MASTERS and Mr of . 
Families in the Engliſh Plantations abroad; oy 


's 


„„ - THE SECOND - | 
To the MISSIONARIES there. 
n 0 TT 


A Short ESSAY concerning the 


| Convers10n of the Megzo-Dlaves 
in our Sugar-Colonies : : Written in the 


- Month of June, 4727. by the ſame In- 
habitant. 


„ Met 


Printed for . WitrorD, behind the Chapter. 


Houſe | in 87 Paul”, Cburcb. Tard. 1730. 
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Yang AVING been ingag d in the 
Month of June 1727, in writing. | 


an Account of the Sale of the Frenc 


SEIAESE- Dher, with the Conſequences of it to 


a. * 


I found the Society for the Propagation of 15 Goſpel 


in Foreign Parts, had long conceiv'd of gaining 


— 


and in the Hand of St Chriſto- 
that Iſland and England; the hopes 


\ 


ſome Advantages from the Sale of thoſe Lands: 


towards the carrying on the Deligns of their In- 
corporation, the frequent Occaſion I had to men- 


tion the Negro-Slaves of our Sugar-Colonies in that 


Account, and the Miſtakes that I ſaw ſome in Eng- 


land had entertain'd concerning them, led my 
Thoughts. (which had been often employ'd on it. 
before) to conſider the important Subject of their 

F Converſion 
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. E to the Cri Han < which! Sealers 
1y-putifiro'Tome Method ig the Short E bw which 


js inferred in this 8 and chen ſent , the 
Account and the Effay, to a Friend in London 4 


to go to France about the Time my 2 
Were, put into his Hands, I have not Te Sol 


able tö learn What became of them: The Ac- 


count of the Sale of the French Lands is much longer 
than the Eſay; and my State of Health is ſuch, 
that I canhot tranſcribe another Copy of it at pre. 
ſent; I could wiſh, however, that the Perf 
who has it in Keepi Ig, whoever he be, would 
pleaſe to give it to the-Publick ; for it contains 
22 Qbſervations on the preſent State and In- 


tereſt of the Læward- Nandi, which perhaps are 


but little known or ons er'd in ber and 
particularly concerning *S? Chriſto 

many of the Seeed are in a declining — * 
dition, and would too probably have been plung'd 


into the deepeſt Diſtreſs by this time, had not 


Divine. Providence favaur'd them with two of 


the moſt ſeaſonable and fruitful Years thar have 
been known in that Iſland within the Memory of 


Man: The Government, alſo will find ſome 


things in it for the Publick Benefit," if the Wel- 


fare of ſuch a Colony as Sr Chriſtopher's Boy. be be 
ſappos'd to conduce to the Publick.Benefit, and 
which it can hardly come to the Knowledge of 
any other way, or not till the Diſcovery may be, 
too late. 

By Wilford's Catalogue of Books, &c. for the 
Month of Auguſt 1727, which fell in my way a- 
bout the middle of July 1728, I found two of 


your Lordſhip's Letters had been publiſh'd in 
England, One to the Maſters and Mittrefſes, of | 


Families, and another to the Mibnariet ih — 
Engl. „ Plantations abroad, and that ſeveral Co- 
- pies 
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ſelf, except one er in St 
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all over ur 


Ix. 1c at me one over in 
1 9 5 allo very many 
re. by the Maſters of 
Veſſels, but none by the Miſſionaries ; neither to 
gnary,. that I have yet 
as one - COPY ſent to him- 


Chriſtopher's, who 


receiv'd ( ink) two OA of them from one 


of his F rien. in Landon. 


As 1 as I read them over, I perceiv'd. ur 
| had. 82 miſinform'd in almoſt every 
171 85 of the Caſe, and was therefore very 
7 070 to xry to ſet the Whole. in ſome clearer 
but not being then without Hopes, that 
the little Eſſay (which, js, partly calculated to re- 
move the Miſtakes that too many in England la- 
bour under concerning the Converſion of our 
Slaves) er was or would be ſoon made pub- 
lick, 1 forbore addrefling your Lordſhip at that 
time. But finding now by an Advertiſement, in 
the London Faurnal of May 31, this ear, that 


| there 1 is another Edition 


of your Lordſhip's Two 


; with an Addreſs preſia d to. the ſerious 
Chriſtians in England, &c. and having too juſt 


cauſe to ſuſpect that the 


Eſay is either loſt, or 


fallen into wrong Hands, I make bold to pre- 
ſent a Co 15 of it (with little or no Variation 


from the 


rſt) to your Lordſhip and the World. 


But firſt I — inſert the laſt Rap of the 
Account o of the Sale of the French Lands, becauſe it 


y meant as Introductory to the Eſſay. 
And ſure no Chriſtian would 


rudge it, if 


the Remainder of the Surpluſſes, as well as all 
the Lands that belong'd to the French Eccleſia- 


| . ſticks (the true "_— of We as I 8 told, 


© 18 


p * q 12 bands tc ds 
l * i R * 
bo * - \ xT' 
1 


A 1 Sede ed — oe! „dich Lang anſwer 
_— . 8 * better,” the Pro of them, when ſold or 
4 < rented; ere f the Hands of Men of 
5 Probity and Diſezetien in England, to be laid 0 
A out towards Means for the veto of the 
« \ Neg#0-Slaves, by | whoſe Labour chiefly. the 
< | Sugar-Colonies are what they are. Nothing 
1 4 tending to this was ever eser. that : 
1 can learn, in the Lewurd. Iſands. Our Neigh- 
1 bours of Spain and France are ſaid (how truly 
= o not) to take a great deal of Pains in 
= * inſtructing their Slaves, as well in the Foun- 
6) dations of Chriſtianity, as in their own Trom- 
« peries.” We, both here and in England, affirm, 
< that ſome Obligation lies on us to the Souls of 
ours too; but then (from what Fountain ſoe- 
ver our Error ſprings) inſtead of ſtydying how 

© to diſcharge it, every one ſeems to take it for 

8 that very little, if any at all, of the | 

1 Obligation lies on him; and ſo the Duty itſelf, 
= Ai we really think it our Duty, is totally ne- 
= glected; one caſts the Odium of the Neglect 
=_ on the other; and (as it too often happens to | 
=. 5 4 abſent Perſons, and to ſuch as are not ſo well | 
= £ qualified to repreſent their on Caſe) the | 
= Blame falls heavieſt on thoſe, who, when the 
| 4 : Thing comes to be ee, l n 
= L be on 0 Nen N. 
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All things whatſrever ye ial that men v ſhould do 9 
you, do ye even ſo to them, MA r 7 R. vii. 12. 


| Neighbour of 1 mine e happening to tell 
me, as I was upon concluding the A- 
count of the Sale of the French Lands in 
5 Fe s, that he had read ſomething 5 75 | 
ting to theſe Lands in one of the AbſtraZs of 
the Proceedings of the Society for the Propagation of - 
the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, I ſent immediate 5 4 
for all their A0 rad, that could be met wi 
here; and having found, in that for the Year 
1714, pag. 55. What my Neighbour had been I 
ſ] eaking of, and then paſſing on to their next _ 
car's Hiſtra# in hopes of finding more of it, 1 1 
lighted (at the 12th Page of the Quarto Edition, I 
London, - printed by J. Downing, 1716) on this 0 
remarkable Paſſage: © It has been often repre- þ 
« ſented from the Preſs, and in Converſation al- 12 N 
{ moſt every where, that the great Obſtruftion | \. 18 
e ER 11 
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5 ö 4 | | e E 1 1 FLY 

; | © to the Converſion of the Slaves lies at the door 

«of their Covetous. Atheiſtical, and 0 

. © Maſters" 'Whereupon Tfa de down” 

REY | the following Effay.. ee 25 

EY: „The Obliga hive edar A Mi or pe 

mote the Converſ on of their Heathen-Slaves is vi- 

fible enough; but the Perſons, or Societies, who 

are to procure the doing of it, or at whoſe Ex- 

Las it is tg, be done, the Letts and Impedi- 

s whic uſt firſt be removed, and 

* whefeby-ſuch a Work may then be 

PE bably carried on' in our Sugar- Colonies, are not, 
' one would think, ſo viſible. 

But before I begin it may be fit to obſerve; 

* as the View to be given of the Difficulties 


/ 

; that perplex. this Affair, vil like: enough mini- 
1 ſter Matter of Mirth to the Friends of Infidelity; 
—_ ſo it it cannot well but provoke the Defenders of 
_ \ the Faith to try, at leaſt, whether, and how far 
—x it i s pole Kirmoune 7 5 590 
= o gain ſome L t to the Firſt, I vill put 
=. | 4 2 ein fone] ghee in England 15 
=_—  _  Eannot manure his ands with fewer than a hun- 

1 | - ard Servants, „ Women, and Children, 


J already procur d that Number; 
1 Rr. one Wit another, they coſt him 25 1, each; 


0 erhaps* he mortgaged part of his Eſtate to 

3 0 rale The Furche Miche d he has no way 
1 5 lig but by manuring his own, Lands, and 
= 5 no way of manuring them 1 * by theſe Servants ; 
| 1 to encourage him to cultivate his Land 
Xx ' Pil chem, he has, by Virtue of the Conditions 
5 2 reed. 11 75 with the Seller (if not by the Laws 

| | e where his Land lies, confirm'd 


by 82 Crown, which enact mar they ſhall be held 
* aud adjuds V2 15 be. 179 — Chattels 
ae far Pain ment 4 Debt. an 2 according) 


/ vp Ke . 7 4 
13 ”- 11 * 0 a * 
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henceforth call Slaves) having been imported from 
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R 15 79 3 
os Lud, of Tiberttdhe} i Peg, She 
a. $278 ian ce Paiths SLLIEITD © ff 
Right to the Labour of their, whole-I 


4 
Ives, and a 
* Helict oyer them and theit Of ein 


las caaihd; | 
Aequir'd 
Power fo Deere orer ew and their Off-ſp 
ited by any Law but that of Humanity. 


tne 4. r Abd LE OT eee 41619 
This Genffeman ſome Way or other comes to 


know, that how capable ſocyer theſe; Servant 
may be made in time to manure his Lands, they 
are at preſent utter Strangers to {Chriſtianity)the 
Religion he profeſſes, to which he” belieyes he 
ought to do bis beſt to bring over 90955 by fair 
and kindly Means, *eſpecially thoſe, af his Hoy- 
ſhold, as we muſt now ſuppoſe theſe hundred 
Perſons to be; and he finds too, that his Lan- 
guage is unknown to them, and theirs. to him: 
owever, being firmly Teſoly'd_ oP: a them 
onverted, if poſſible, to his own Faith, that he 
„ $24 i 141 
may form ſome Judgment how it is to be done, 
he deſires to receive the beſt Information he can 
concerning them, and happens to be told the fol- 
lowing Particulars by ſuch as pretend to know 
ſomething of their Story, 
1. That his hundred Servants (whom we th 


T, 


Countries far diſtant from his own, and from one 
another, there are ſo many different Languages 
among them, that, very probably not above one 


in ten or fifteen of themſelves underſtand one an- 
FGG 
2. That the Ways of coming by them, at firſt, 
are ſuch as theſe, viz. Grad E been made. 
Captives in the Wars of their own Countries 
(which by reaſon of this Vent are we may be- 
lieve more frequent, tho? leſs bloody, than they 


; : 7 


would be otherwilc ) are ſold from thence by the 
Captors; Others ſold by their Princes, or Maſters,, 
or by their Parents, Huſbands, or other Kindred, 
Either for the ſame Cauſes we ſell our hy 
YL _ ctures 
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Etures and the Products of our Soil, or elſe (as 
It is ſaid). on account of their Crimes; ſome kid- 
ape or ſpirited from N inland Parts by 
the Villanies of their Neighbours, who paſs them 
1 from Hand to Hand, thro' ſevetal Countries, till 
=. they arrive at the Market on the Coaſt, and are 
= there ſold. to Chriſtian Merchants; and ſome 
= . offibly (becauſe others have been often former- 
= fo y) ſtoln or decoy'd from thence by ſome of thoſe 
3. That a Notion (not eaſy to be beat out of 
them) prevails. among many of the Slaves that 
are brought from the Countries where his were 
born, eſpecially among thoſe from the more in- 
land Countries, That the Purchaſers carry them 
off merely to fatten and eat them, either in the 
Voyage, or afterwards that all the Slaves, whe- 
ther this Notion poſſeſſes them or not, are cer- 
tainly filled with Concern and Indignation at their 
being forced away from their Kindred, Acquain- 
tance, and Country, to be tranſported they know 
not where,” nor on what Deſign ; that the Tranſ- 
porters, well aware of this, and juſtly dreading 
the Conſequence (however they may leſſen Mat- 
ters, as their Cuſtom is, after oe Danger is over) 
find ir neceſſary to part the Men from the Wo- 
men, and the Children from both, ſometimes for 
the whole Voyage, and to keep all the Men 
hand-cuff*d, and ſhackled two and two, and ta 
thumb-ſcrew ſuch of them as ſhew the leaſt Incli- 
nation to rebel, or are ſuſpected of it ; that not- - 
withſtanding theſe, and a deal of more Precau- 
tions, the Slaves too often find ways of working 
off their Irons, and then riſe upon the Seamen, 
and ſnatching Billers of Wood, or whatever offers, 
knock them down, toſs them oveęr- board, turn 
their own Weapons upon them, and miſchieve 
them all they can; that theſe Inſurrections are 


4. 


Pg 


not 


} 


ö 
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not ſometimes to be quell'd without muck Effu- 
ſion of Blood, the Sailors being forced in their 
own Defence to fire upon and flaughter the 
Slaves; and that tho no Man can tell what fol- 
lows when the Slaves have the Misfortune to get 
the better at Sea, yet it may be but too ſurely 
conjectured, that after butchering the Maſter 
and his Crew, themſelves ſoon periſh. for want of 
Skill to navigate the Veſſeel. 
4. That being all ſold again, on their Arrival, 
to the moſt perfect Slavery, ſome of them have 
been known (without any Provocation from their 
new Maſters, or giving any Signs of Diſcontent, 
and after no ſmall Care has been taken to make 
Slavery ſit eaſy on them) to make away with them- 
ſelves; that — are ſtupid enough to think 
(and ſome have been found making the Experi- 
ment) that if they can but get into a Boat, and 
thruſt out a little from the Shore, the Boat of it 
ſelf will carry them back to their native Land ; 
that many of them are ſcarce capable of learning 
any thing but to handle the Implements for ma- 
nuring the Soil; that after all the Pains that is 
uſually taken with them, the very beſt prove but 
 Eye-Servants ; that moſt of them have a peculiar 
Propenſity to Theft, Idleneſs, and Lying; that 
they hate one another, are void of the Seeds 
of Friendſhip, quarrelſom, foul-mouth'd, ſtub- 
born, revengeful, and Lovers of Strong-Drink ; 
and that the firſt thing almoſt any of them learn 
in any foreign uage is to curſe and ſwear, 
Upon this Diſcovery the Gentleman begins to 
perceive, That to bring ſuch. Creatures to ſome 
due Senſe of his Religion will require no ſmall 
Pains, and that in je 5 to it they muſt be taken 
off from their Labour (which was the only Mo- 
tive he had to buy them) longer than is perhaps 
conſiſtent with che r State of his ä 
2 RY | | and 


- 
> 
, 
] 


„ Md 4 
8 P ö 


n > 


8 * 


>, 
\- 


I 2] 


7 * 


and — that is muſt heb 
them, or elſe fall ſhort in manuring ks N 
and thereby be render*d unable to 1 his 
Debts, and to live according to the Rank he 
holds in — World: He wiſhes he could betake 
himſelf ro other Buſineſs, or carry on that he is 
ingag'd in without ſuch Hands: All his Neigh- 
bours (being not only under no ſuch Diſtreſs 
themſelves, | but Gainers by his being under it) 
pity him; and ſcarce one in the whole Nation 
can find in his heart to condemn the Gentleman, 
or to reproach him for not doing the Duties in- 
2 on the Maſter of a Regulated Family. 

What has been thus laid down as Suppoſition, 
is in Fact very much the Caſe of our Sugar-Colo- 
nies, viz. Barbadoes, the Leward-INands, and Ja- 
maica, with reſpect to the Slaves imported among 
them from Africa, and emplo oy'd in cultivating 

the Soil; concerning which the Reader will be 
pleas'd to take theſe farther Particulars. | 
1. That Barbadoes, and the Leward-Iflands (ex- 
eluſive of Anguilla, Toriola,. and the Virgin-Gorde,' 
or, as we call it, Spaniſo- Town) have been ſettled 
by Engliſhmen about a Hundved Years, ang Ja- 
maica about Seventy. 

2. That ſuch has been che Importation of Slaves 
during moſt of that Time, that in ſome of theſe Co- 
lonies they make, at preſent, about three Parts in 
_ of the /etthed Inhabitants, and in others five in 

[I pretend not to tell the Number of either 
War or Blacks: The Accounts ſent from 
hence to the Board of Trade of the Number of the 
White or Free-Inhabitants, may be juſt enough; 
but it is not eaſy to know the Number of the 
Slaves or Blacks in one of our Iſlands: For 
our Taxes being chiefly raiſed them at ſo 
much per Head, the Heel Aſſemblies uſe to 
— out of the Liſts fuch as belong an 

ore. 
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n and, as I take it, the Accounts 
ſent to England are of ſuch only as are taxed, 
And there may be other Cauſes to render it dif- 
ficult, if not impoſſible, to fix their Number 


with any Certainty. ] I believe I ſhall not miſtake 


in ſaying, that the Number of the Slaves in all our 


Sugar-Colonies is between Two and Three Hun- 

dred Thouſand, Men, Women, and Children. 
3. That in ſo long a Time, tis true, many 

of the Slaves have had Children, who ſpeak our 


1 well enough to receive Inſtruction in 


t and ſome of them, tho? very few in compa- 


„have been and are inſtructed in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. 95 * 
4. That, however, the Increaſe by the Births 


is not great, or nothing near ſo great as Stran- 


ore, ro the Colonies are apt to think, who, by 


ing of Things in our Torrid Zone from 
what the like are amongſt themſelves, fall in- 


to many Miſtakes concerning us; that therefore 


there is a conſtant Supply poured in upon them 


yearly from Gainca by ſuch as find their Advan- 


| tage in the Trade; and that notwithſtanding ſelf- 
_ Intereſt obliges the Purchaſers to take all imagi- 


nable Care of the Salt-Water, that is, the newly 

imported Slaves, yet two F ifths of them, if not 

more, taking one Importation with another, die 

in the Seaſoning, which conſider ing how the Affair 

is ordered, renders the Continuance of freſh Sup- 
ies abſolutely neceſſary. 


5. That Polygamy (being the manner of their 


ſeveral Native Countries)- and Divorce upon any 


. Occaſion, are connived at in all the Saves, 


and in their Deſcendants, throughout the Sugar. 
Colonies, and pradtis'd by them to the full; for 


the Men have as many Wives, and for as long or 


ſhort a Time, as they pleaſe, and the Women 
throw away * their Phraſe is) their 9 
2 an 
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and admit of others whenever the Humour takes 


them; inſomuch that One may meet with many 
Negra-Women in our Weſt- Indies who have had 
Three pr Four, or more Huſbands, one after the 
other, and all of them alive at the ſame time. 
6. That the Field- Slaves being almoſt every 
where kept hard to Work all the Week, many 
of them have Saturday-Afternoon, or ſome other 
the like ſpace of Time, or (by ſome Maſters) 
the whole Saturday, allow'd them to plant Corn, 
Potatoes, and other Proviſions for themſelyes, 
which they may ſell, and convert the Money ta 
whas Uſes they think good, and that they hold 
theifMarkets in or near the ſeveral Towns on 
Sundays, when they traffick with the Jews in Co- 
lonies where Fews live, and with the looſer ſort 
of Chriftians, as well as with one another, and 
afterwards, whatever Orders may be made a- 


gainſt it (ati leaſt in the Leward-1fands) divert 


themſelves with Singing, Playing, and Dancing 
after their ſeveral > Modes, and ſuch as 
can afford it Feaſt, Dance, and Caroufe, either 
in their Maſters Plantations, or at the Graves of 


their deceaſed Kindred, or in other By- places in 


great Companies. 


7. That notwithſtanding theſe petty Graces, 


and political Connivances, the Senſe of their Sla- 
very ſeems to lie deep in the Minds of many of 
them, and improves (as ſome conceive) to a 
very great Degree their Love to Lazineſs, Steal- 
ing, Stubbornneſs, Murmuring, Treachery, Ly- 
ing, Drunkenneſs, and the like; that the Peſire of 
Change, far from being the Conſequence of Co- 
Jour, governs ſtrongly among the Negroes; that 
many. of them run away from their Owners up- 
on ſlight and trifling Pretences, and very often 
without pretending to have had any Cauſe or 


Provgcation given to them at all, and * | 
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when their Labour, or Attendance is moſt wan- 
ted; that ſome of them keep out in the Moun- 
tains (of the Leward- Iſand and Famaita ) for 
whole Years, which is eaſy in Countries where 
it is always Summer; that they ſeldom ler flip 
any ſafe Opportunities of deſerting to their 
Maſters Enemies in tirhe of an Invaſion ; that, 
however they may diſguiſe, it, they hate their 
Maſters, and wiſh them deſtroyed; that they 
have actually plotted: againſt them in ſome of 
the Colonies, murther'd ſome of them in others, 
and were Power in their Hands would (as is ſtill 
but too probable) deſtroy them all; and that 


for theſe Reaſons the White Inhabitants keep a 


ſtrict Eye over them, and are often oblig'd to 
treat ſome of them with great Severity. _ 
8. That the White Inhabitants of theſe Colo- 
nies (ſetting aſide Military Men, a few Publick 
Officers, and ſome Others) are ſuch, or deſcend- 
ed of ſuch, as were driven from home by down- 
right Poverty, or Scantineſs of Fortune, and the 
better ſort by the Iniquity of the Times; that 
from their firſt Settlement there has been little 
Means of Education for the Maſters themſelves, 
| but that Expenſive one of ſending their Children 
to Europe; that their — is ſuch, that 
Pyrates, Buccaniers, and other Vermin, often 
break up, and harbour amongſt them, perhaps 
wholly undiſcern'd, till they add to the Num- 
ber of the Settlers; and that the Mother-Nation 
now and then repleniſhes them with whole Ship- 
Loads of Pick-Pockets, Whores, Rogues, Va- 
grants, Thieves, Sodamites, and other Filth and 
Cut-throats of Society,  _ N 
9. That to theſe Inhabitants of Barbadoes, the 
Leward-Iſlands, and Jamaica, ſuppoſe (as well 
we may) upwards of Three Hundred Thouſand 
in all, che Nation ſends about Forty a i 
Bo - | hat 
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c that ſome of theſe (that is, ſuch of then 8 


acquainted with in the Leward-I/ands) far from 
magnifying the little good _ y have done a- 
mongſt tho Slaves, affirm, after ſong Experience, 
that their Wotk with the Free-Inhabicancs is' more 


than they can diſcharge in the ordinary way; 


that they cannot undertake the Converſion of the 
Slaves,  altho* their Maſters were both able and 
willing to grant ſufficient Time for it; that they 
were not told at their ſetting out, that the Slavet 
were to be any part of their Care; and that if 
they were ſure it was expected of them now, 
they would retire, and not attempt Impoſſi i- 


10. Laſtly, That notwithſtanding theſe, and 
ſome other unhappy Circumſtances of the ſevera] 
Inhabitants of the Sugar- Colonies, the Benefits ac- 
cruing from them to the Nation are conſiderable; 
that it is the Nation's Manufacture (chiefly) that 
carries on the Trade to Guinea, and purchaſes 


theſe miſerable Heathens ; that the Colonies take 


off vaſt Quantities of her Manufactures and Pro- 
viſions, employ an incredible Number of her 
Shipping, Sc. that the Product of their Soil be- 
ing remitted to their Mother-Country, ſerves not 
only for Home-Conſumption, but for Re-expor- 


ration to foreign Parts Fthat many private Per- 


ſons in Exgland daily gain great Eſtates-in every 
Branch of the Trade, that the Revenues of the 
Crown (as may be gueſs'd at from the Duties 
on the Sugar of St Chriſtopher's, touched upon in 
the, Account of the Sale of the French Lands there) 
are not a little augmented ; and that the whole 
Traffick might have been, and may be till, 
made much more beneficial to the Publick. 
As to the Importers of the Slaves, it is evident 
their Views are the fame that other Merchants 
profeſs to have in their ſeveral Ways, viz. to 3 
| Lick 
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rich zune and to ſerve the 8 | 
which permits and encourages the Trade. And. 
the fame. is allowed of by all Nations that have 
Occaſion for it, French, Spaniards, and Portu- 
gveze, as well as Duieb, Dads, and others, whe- 


ther they be ſuch as make a greater Shew of Se- 


riouſneſs in the Religion they profeſs, or ſuch as 
would ſeem to be tired of it, Pepiſts and Prote- 
flants, however they differ in other Matters are 
of one Mind and Will in this: Which makes it 
as neceſſary to be continued by them all, as it is 
for them to conſult their Intereſt in the Buſineſs 
theſe Slaves are employ'd in; for were any of 
them to break it off on the Topick of Unlaw- 
fulneſs, they would ſoon loſe their Share in the 
Profits * from it, which is hardly to be ex- 
ed from them unleſs their Neighbours could 
evail'd on to drop theirs too, and no one 
being like (as J ſuppoſe) to make a Propoſal of 
ſuch a Tendeney in our Times, there ſeems to be 
juſt ground to conclude, that this (ummmerce will, 
without ſome ſpecial Interpoſition «© Providence, 
rather flouriſh than decline. * 
And. indeed (if I may venture to deliver fome 
Mens Opinion by the bye) could elle Nature 
and Circumſtances of this bab ſtruſe uncoutb Trade 
be diſplay'd, and were we to conſider that the 
principal Nations profeſſing Chriſtianity are one 
way or other embarked in it, the Millions of 
Lives it deſtroys, and what little Care is, or per- 
haps can be, taken of their Souls, the ExpeCta- 
tion of ſuch an Interpoſal would not look alto- 
gether precarious. If none but the People of one 


Nation were concern'd in it, what would the reſt . 


of Mankind call them ? But then I muſt obſerve 
alſo, that if ſome who have been long converſant 
in the Guinea-Trade ſay true, the Condition of 
theſe Negroes after their Tranſportation hicher, 

is, 
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/ nities of doing it, and ſhall th 


is, in ſome reſpe c; better than it was with the 
Bulk of them in ſome of their own Countries; 


where, as theſe. Traders aſſure us, Jealouſy in 


the Huſband is an unpardonable Crime in the 
Wife, and a very ſmall! Matter of Theft will 
condemn not only. the guilty Perſon, but ſome- 


times the whole Family and Kindred to perpetual 


Slavery, nay would condemn them to preſent 
Death, if the Chriſtians were not at hand to pur- 
chaſe them, and ſuch like Claſſes of Criminals 
from the Men in Power there. But I leave theſe 
Matters to be. traced by ſuch as have« Opportu- 
it worth while. 

As to the Purchaſers among ourſelves, tis to 
no purpoſe to, wiſh the Buſineſs of our Sugar- 


Colonies had been carried on, as it was begun in 


Barbadoes and the Leward-I1ſlands, by Servants 
from home, which would have ſaved us from the 
ſad Dilemma we are now in with regard to theſe 
poor Heathens. | „ 

But it is plain to all that know what ſort of 
Creatures they are, how they happen to be 
brought here, c. that the Planter would pur- 
chaſe none of them, if he could help it; He buys 
them becaVſe, as things ſtand, they are abſolute- 


ly neceſſary to Sugar-making, and the other Bu- 


ſineſs of the Colonies. LD | 
Fe was under no Ties more than other. Chri- 


ſtians to purchaſe them in order to their Con ver- 


ſion; he came under none at the Time of the 
Purchaſe to teach them any ſort of Knowledge; 
and let the Legiſlature (which has hitherto been 
ſilent) once limit him beyond what other Na- 
tions do the Maſters of Slaves in their Colonies, 


or the Nature of the thing n and he will 
4 


be very cautious how he purchaſes any more of 
them; and the conſequences of that are obvious. 


»Twas 


t˖ 73. 


Twas his Infelicity, andiby reaſon of big . 
tuation in theſe Parts Fas ie is advancing the 
Wealth of the re ond others of 
like Eſtate in other Parts) the u that 
he bought any of them at all; and had it been 
the Lot of the beſt-natur'd and holieſt Man that 
now lives in England to have lived i in any of the 
Sugar-Colonies, he muſt have done ſo too. 

J will not ſay the Perſons who repreſented the 
Maſters of the Slaves at the rate mentioned in the 
above · quoted Abſtratt had any ſelfiſh or, ſiniſter 
Views in it; but I leave the World, to judge, 
whether they” did not groſsly miſtake their Sub- 


If toe Maſters of Families i in cad it 
ſelf hinder (as it is ſaid) their Servants from at- 
tending Divine Worſhip, even at the ſtated 
Times, where would be the Wonder if you. met 
with ſome ſuch in the Sugar-Colomes ? .. 

But indeed that Cenſure, if meant of the Ma- 
ſters of Slaves in the Sugar. Colbnies, is deſtitute of 
all fit Foundation. 

For, ſetting aſide what the Sadler) for the pro. 
pagation of the "Goſpel in Foreign Parts may have 
done for the Negroes on their own Plantations in 
Barbadoes, 1 believe 3 it will not be ſaid, that ever 
any one Perſon was ſent to theſe Parts on pur- 
2 to teach the Slaves the Chriſtian Faith and 

orſhip: Nor hath it been known, or heard, 
here, that any Man in his Senſes ever did make 

an Offer to any Planter in the Leward- Iſlands to 

inſtruct and baptixe his Slaves; or if any one 
pretends to have done it, or to be ſure it was 
done, either in theſe, or any of the other Engliſb 
Sugar-Iſlands, tis eaſy. for him to acquaint the 
World with the Time and Place, that the Truth 
of what he ſays may become the more apparent 
by being ſubmitted to 35 Examination. 1 
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We Kdo Mitte bf Who ſpeaks, or What i 
ſaich of us in Exgland, and we Tee hot much 0 
the Produce of the Prefs on any Subject All 
have met With on this, 55 6 is in the fir 
Part of Mr Wall*s, of Trfant-Baptiſth 
35,0 ebe by Dot OE 170) at ee 

at 


25 the Ge 5 not oh he 58 Jt 1 1 
5 ſo u n e or his Arg e but: chat 
y Face, and ſtrike with Ane 

15 Wor 07 the Conſciences of ſuch Pro] phane 
> Tide of our Nation, as having Plantarioiis 
ain the t Indibs, do keep Hundreds of ſich 
Negros, and are f6 far from any Concern for 
their Souls, chat on the contrar they do all 
they can ro kinder them from Chriſtian Faith 
and Baptiſm, and diſcourage thoſe that would 

© procure them means of it. And this he muſt 
in reafon be thought to mean of the Generality of 
our. People N z for his next Words are, 1 46 
not concerve That all the. Maſters * are this 
Temper. 

Now the Concern he "peaks of was kor bus 
8 only, and he owns the Maſters here 
a ep Hundreds of ſuch Neg groes, as have, bee 

ee the Slave he mentions Height to them ta 
the inmo# aud ſavag e Part 07 Africa, where Chri- 
find never was ebe, Which might have put 
him upon ſome Enquiry into che State of Things 

in our Su ar-Tſlands (which was much the ſame 
| When his Book was printed, and for Twenty or 

Thirty Years farther back, Of ets reſpect to the 
Matter in hand, that it is at p eſent) before he 
Had pronounced as he does concerning the white 
People here, who were not in the. Way (and, 


* indeed Mr Mall might hot know, have no 
great 
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much En mber « 0 the 
babitants, 1 the Namber of the ike ayes 
57 that of 


bear ſome ſort of Proportion to Ale was the De 

Carthage, which (if I miſtake not) enjoy'd in the 

Hons rn Ll 10 Woe 299 Years be: 

fore, as numerous LY, an Gig in Et 
£ A World. a U. Mr all takes the F 

or granted, and then procee ds to exaggerate our 

Guilt, and exaggerates it to a Degree of Hor- 


ror and Dem mri 108 de 8 Caſe 2 Bing buen _ 


not bear, conſidering the State of . 
us, altho* he had prove, it to b We 
- probable he was led into the fpt Error WV th 
Faru of a Book he there recommends to 
eruſal of the Planters ; n Ws pf g PETE heard 
of the Man before, nor Book, Ican ſay 
ae All if r Bi 
et Mr Wa ivin „or any ot er in Ho 
Orders, come to the * . e my he 


may baptize every Negro-Infant every here 


without Oppoſition, unleſs ſome of our home- 


born Sefaries, of which there are not many in 


' theſe Climes, or the Jews who are 9 
Slaves, ſhould oppoſe him nay, if he will take 
the trouble of riding from Rasen kf i 
tion, or of ſtepping from Ho 
Towns, he may have Five i a Thou- 
ſand adult Slaves every Day in the to teac 

and inſtruct, unleſs he ſnould obkruck it himſelf 
by pretending to take them off unſeaſonably from 
Par Labour. And would not a like Behaviour 

D 2 obſtru& 
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obſtruct a like Attempt any where in Europe? 
What Maſter in England will ſuffer you to teach 

his Servants 5 them to want farther In- 
ſtruction in Religion) at unſeaſonable Times, or 
at Times when they are to do the Work he 
hired them for? And would he not have rea- 
ſon to reſent it, if you therefore taxed him, ei- 
ther from the Prefs, or in Converſation, with 

the leaſt ſpice of Avarice, Atheiſm, or Ungod- 
CET 3 
Our Countrymen at Home muſt not think to 


* 


ſhake off the ſtupendous Load of Guilt that is 
contracted by this Affair, and throw it upon the 
White People of theſe Colonies; we have, all 
. ' more than enough to anſwer: for other- 
f! r 
Ti true, ſince the Planter, or Owner, is the 
only Sufferer of all the Community by having 
to do with theſ unnurtur'd Wretches, and ſince 
he would be the firſt or immediate Gainer by 
their being better taught, he ought as ſoon as a 
fair and fœaſible Way of doing it ſhall appear, to fall 
in with it at once; and you need not queſtion 
but his own Intereſt (if your Charity can allow 
him to act on no better Motive) would make 


o 


him hug the happy Opportunity. 
But hating SONG thy lies that knows 
the Caſe conſult his own Conſcience, and then 
ſay, how much he thinks the. Planter, or Owner, is 
more concern'd in the Converſion of the Negro- 
Slaves in our Sugar- Colonies, than any other Chri- 
ſtian of like Eſtate in the Kingdom of England. 
And I will add, That when ever ſuch a Me- 
thod ſhall be fallen on, the Maſter's part of 
the Coſt muſt una voidably exceed what can ever 
be found needful to be laid out on it by others 
of like Eſtate in England: For, ſuppoſe the Ma- 
ſter of a Hundred Negroes was to have one | 
OS, 2 R_ 
- 


of nem inſtructed in Religion; if we confider 
that Inſtruction is not A. be forced on the 
uickeſt · witted of ourſelves in a Hurry, and that 
theſe Slaves among other Diſadvantages are moſt 
them Untractable, it could not then but be 
ound neceſſary to have them taught a little al- 
moſt every Day, and ſhould that ſpace of Time 
amount in a Fortnight (beſides Sundays) to but 
one Day, tis plain The Planter, who ſeldom or 
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never keeps more Slaves than he has occaſion for, 


but rather fewer, would loſe one Day in a Fort- 
night of their Work, and allowing their Work, 
one with another to be worth to him Six Pence | 
Sterling per Diem each (and à Negroe's Work is 
commonly valued here at above twice that Sum) 
there is Thirteen Pounds per Amum for him, or 
not much leſs, for ever; for the Births upon the 
Place, and the conſtant Supplies from Africa, 
would make it very little ſhort of a yearly Charge. 
So that take what Way you will, be it ever ſo 
conciſe and cheap, the Planter's part of the Coſt 
in Inſtructing Twenty Thouſand Slaves out of 
One Hundred Thouſand will, in the fingle Ar- 
ticle of keeping them from their Work, belittle 
Ye than Thirteen Thouſand Pounds Sterling a 
ear. 


I The greateſt Obctructions have been hin- 
ted at already. Thoſe that ariſe from the Dul- 
neſs, Defects, Corruptions, and Perverſneſs of 
the Slaves, are not to be ſurmounted in a hu- 
man Way, but by the Faithfulneſs and Dili- 
he of their Inftruftrs, ſupported by due Au- | 

ority. 
Poſſibly the Senſe they have of their Slavery 
does not lie ſo deep as ſome imagine. 3 

But Polygamy, Random-Divorce, and their Mar- 


kettings and Merry-makings on the Lord's Day, 
e 
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| 6 repugnant te che 3 and Purpas 
=” Chriſtian Religion, that I. dare ſay they m 
=_ - be removed before one cap hope to. dg any 
»”  ypan chem. If you 1 ro reſtrzin the ce 
1 former, means Mult be found to render the F 
_ ktraint effeftyal. But the Slaves have. neil 
1 Time, gor Property that deſerves the Name, to 
be puniſhed in; and all Corporal — 5 
that unfits them for Labour is 4 Puniſhment, an 
the Maſter. (who maꝝ be perfectly innocent, and 
net haye it in hig Power, without ſome new Re- 
gulation, fe prevent it) as well as the, Slave: Of 
which we are ſo ſenſible here, ie en a Slave 
is tq ſuffer far Murder, Ae Rape, Fl 15 


other Capital Crime, he is firſt apprais 
dhe Value, not exceeding a certain Sum, 
terwards made good to the Owner by * 1 
blick of gack Colony. And again, Since the 
berty of 'Marketting has been granted every 
where to. the Field-Negrqes, the Thing /itlelf 
gught not to he reſtrained ; the Lord's Day is no 
fir Day for thoſe we would make Chriſtians of 
to'traffick in; and to allow them another Day in 
ſeven for it would be too $ an Invaſion on 
the Atty of the Maſters, who, to ſay the 
Truth, are but a.ſort Slaves themſelves already, 
and in many Reſpects the verieſt e in all the 


een 1 ge n 


11. But 3 8 8 and 
Pg other the higheſt Obligations to prevail 
and that the Wiſdom of thoſe. concern'd can nd 
an Equivalent, Nos Cure, Expedient, or Whar- 
ever one may call it, for all; let us enquire, in 

the laſt Place, whether the Converſion of- the 
Negro- Slaves in qur Sugar-Colopies might not then 
be? -——- ep and carried on vith fore Froſpe of 


About 
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Aböur Twelve of Thirteen Years 4g0 there 
was much Talk here of a Cöllege to be built at 
Barbadbel. What Progreſs has been made in it I 
knew not, as living it a Plate where there is 
little Commerce with that Iſland; and I have not 
een any Abſtract of the Proceedings of the be- 
ore-mentiohed Society ſince that of 17 13, when 
the Dean of Chicbeſter preach'd the Sermon : Nor 
am 1 certain whether it was intended partly for 
the Service of the White People of the Lear. 
Man, where the two Codrington 5, Father and 
Son, had long been Governours in Chief: But in 
the Year 1714, When that Society appointed 
Deputies here to receive Benefactions, the Pev- 
Ple of theſe Iſlands would give nothing towards 
it, as believing that a College at Barbadber could 
be of ho Benefit to them for theſe two Reaſons: 
1. Becauſe a Hundred Pounds will go farther at 
Ox 74 than Two Hundred and Fifty at Bardadves, 
and 2. Becauſe, after all that can be done, the 
Education there will be leſs extenſive than in 
Eiglaud. It muſt indeed prove a noble Advan- 
tage to the White Inhabitants of that Iſland, as 
one at Jamaica would do to the People there, 
and it were good if there were another at New- 
York, or ſome other convenient Place on the 
Continent, where living is Cheap. But what 
Service theſe, or one at the ruinous Ie Bermuda 
(which, as I learn from the News-Papers, hath 
been lately projected) could be to the Negroes 
of our Sugar- Colonies, I profels I cannot conceive ; 
unleſs they were to purchaſe a ſufficient Number 
of Slaves from Guinza (for the Maſters of Slaves 
here buy. them for other Purpoſes) and after ha- 
ving qualified them duly for it, to diſtribute them 

among our ſeveral Sugar-Settlements to teach 
and inſtruct their Countrymen, 


Nor 
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1 ee, and a Senſe of Duty, 
: E declare their Faith, is all that can be well 
7 to 
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Ws 1 
Nor can 1 ſee what C hes ee there is for Met 
of Learning g to concern themſelves with the Inſti. 
tution of che Slaves, excepr . joining with 
fome of the Principa Land beſt-diſpoſed Inhabi- 
tants of the Colonie to direct and overſee the 


Work... ... 
Jo remove their Prejudice and Prez feflions 


(which will not be difficult, for they all believe 
already that our Way is better than theirs); to 


make ſome of them underſtand the Scripture- 


Account af the Origin of Things, and of the 
Fall and dedemption of Man, and to dif oſe 
them for the Reception of Baptiſm by te 
them the Nature and Judgment of that Sacra- 
ment, and as much more out of the Church- 
accchiſm as may ſerve to lead them to Repen- 
and enable them 


done at firſt, and as much 2 


ps as needs to be tried for ſome Years, ill it 


hays be ſeen how that anſwers. — 


And I have long been of Opinion chic ſome 
of the Boys and Girls bred at the Charity-Schoals 
in England, if ſent out here at the Age of Ten 


to Fourteen Years, 24 8 teach chem all this 
with ſome Advantage. 


" Suppoſe the Deſign was to Er? the young 


Creole-Negroes, the younger ſort of thoſe from 
Guinea that take ſooneſt to the Language, and 
the Negroes that attend in the Family, all which 
in a Plantation of a Hundred Slaves may make 
a Fourth, or at leaſt a Fifth; if one of thoſe 


Children (to be maintained in the White Family 


in Victuals and Apparel at the ſole Coſt of the 
Maſter) were allotted to that 63 21 and the 
Maſter not only Exhorted, but 

Effectual Obligation to make them attend to be 
inſtructed at 1 Times as ſhould be Judged 


id under an 


fitteſt, 


CN 8 0 17 this ata Girl 


c r cw_— 


Slaves would: Som! to know ſomething 


* 


25 e 
1 * 


ht not in two or three Years bring them to 

and and remember the moſt” neceſſary 
and plaineſt Points of 
there being ſuch Numbers of them they would 
help out one another, and the Novelty of the 
thing would put the Children, and younger ſort, 
upon talking at their Work, or at Night, or at 
Lejſure- Times, to their Parents, and the older 


Negroes about' what had been thus inſtilled in- 


of the 
of our 
Religion, which Jo . and ates Gppor- 
83 could not elf fil to Improve. 
This Charity- Tad or Girl ought not only to 
teach them at firſt to ſay. the Lord's s Prayer, 
and ſome other ſhort Ones, but alſo pray with 


to them; whence even the molt ſayage- 


them in ſuch Forms, and at ſuch Times as ſhould 
be thought proper, and ſome of them might by 


that means, and a lictle of the Maſter's Autho- 


rity, be a oh to pray by themſelves before 


going to Work in the Morning, and before go- 
ing to Sleep, and to ſay a ſhort Grace; before 


and after Eating. - 


Where Plantations have but fer e dne | 


of theſe Boys or Girls might do for two, or 


more, by ſtaying a Day or TWO together at 
each; and in Towns One might ſerve for ſe- 


veral F amilies, as thoſe that had the DireQiog 


of them here ſhould ſee Cauſe. + 
And all the Slaves thus trained up gughe to 


be made to go to Church on Sunday- Forenoon, 
that is, ſome one Sunday, "ſome the next, fo. 


that all went there every Third or Fourth Sun- 


day. at fartheſt, and in the 
taught the Catechiſm and Prayers for an Hour 


and an ems at home, Wore could not but pro- 


uce 


hriſtian Doctrine; and 


Afternoon to be 
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ee c 26.3 * 
ae wel Effects if the Owner and de Whits 
Children were to favour i it with their Prefencg!”- 

Not to ſay what ample amends this would in 
time make us or the many Cargoes of Convicts 
our Parent. Country hath hook ſo long vending 
amongſt us, theſe Charity-Lads might teach the 
White Children in moſt Families to Read and 
Write, and the Girls, if bred to Knitting of 
Stockings, and Plain-Sowing (which is almoſt 
the only ſort of Needle- Work chat is wanted 
here) oh be fill the more uſefu}; and they 
could teach the White Children to Read too: 
And as moſt Owners keep e few favourite 
young. Slayes about them, they would 
be glad*to have taught to Read, could it be 
done without Coſt or Trouble > themſelves, 
theſe Boys and Girls might do them that Plea- 
ſure with eaſe. Bur ſince their main or only 
Buſineſs would lie with the Blacks, effectual 
Care ought to be taken that their Service to the 
Whites ſhould in no manner interfere with that; 
for then it were thouſand times better to be 
wholly let alone. 

I theſe, after ſerving till Ei RY or Twenty 
Tears old, were willing — atthus at the Work, 

ſo much the better; Means ought to be devis'd 
for their Encouragement, provided they would 
continue to make it their only Buſineſs : if not, I 
think they ought to be honourably diſcharged, 

and receive two new Suits of Cloaths and Linnen, 
and two Pair of Shoes and Stockings from the 
Owner or Owners of the Slaves they had been 
inſtructing, and at leaſt Twenty Pounds Caſh 
W 5 other AW peer, to ſer them out in n the 

or f 


And if ſome Clergymen were feb over to- hs 
rect and attend the Work, viz. Three or Four 
to Barbadoes, Four or Five to Jamaica, and as 

many 
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the Leward:Ifands, as Thould be judg d 


neceſſary, What thould hinder it from proſper- 


ing ? But then theſe Clergymen ooght to be ſuch 
as were very willing to come, and not of the 
younger ſort neither, and ſuch as could be de- 
pended on by their Superiours for their Zeal, 
Sincerity, and Conduct; they would do well, 
in my humble Opinion, to come without the 
Clog of a Wife, or Family, and vn #o Pritenre 
whatever to meddle with any other Buſineſs but 
the Negroes after they are come: They ought, 
in particular to be tied up from Preaching to the 


Whites /o much as oxce.; for one Sermon attended 


with Applauſe would ſoon beget another; and 


then fatewel Converſion of the Slaves as to 


them: They d not to be ſuffer d to cohtinue 
on the Miſſion above chree or four Years, or a- 
bove three Months after the Arrival of thoſe 


that ſhould ſucceed them, although they delir'd 


it never ſo much, unleſs it appear d as evidently 
as a thing of that Nature can be made to appear, 
that their ſole View was to promote the Service: 
They ought to tranſmit Accounts of the State of 
the Work to thoſe that ſent them four times a 
Year, and deliver Copies of the ſame to their 
Succeſſors in the reſpective Colonies : I would 
have Ways found for ſupporting them decently 
(with a Horſe and Negro- Servant for each, to be 
left with his Succeſſor) whilſt here, without qbli- 


ging them to depend in the leaſt; on the Inhabi- 
tants: And if it was at my diſpenſing, they 


ſhould be rewarded with good and diſtinguiſhing 
Preferment at their Return, provide they had 
made the Work they came upon their only Buli- 


neſs; as on the contrary, if it appeared they had 
trifled in it, or wilfully departed from the leaſh 


Rule prefcrib'd them, or put but one ſingle Shil- 


ling in their Pockets by any manner of means, du- 


Ting 


A 
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ring their. Miſnon, phos ſhould be no nf hiv 
1 5 more, remarkably. _— i and diſ- 
rac'd. «+: 
: MY 'Tis needleſs to. fay, that. a Cauſe of this kind 
is not to be. ſtarved in any Branch of it 
But becauſe a ſhort Interruption might prove 
fatal, it may be proper to take notice, that as 
the Method of carrying it on cannot be too well 
conſider'd, or too minutely adjuſted heforehand, 
ſo the Whole could not bat be much facilitated, 
would ſome who live, or have lived a compe- 
tent time in our Sugar- Colonias, publiſh their 
WE | Sentiments concerning it; eſpecially would ſuch 
1 | as know it throughly, diſcover what is the French 
1 and Spaniſh Way (for the Dutch, in theſe. Parts, 
= are father more remiſs than ourſelves) in the 
Converſion of the Slaves: If the Reader can 
think it is in my power to give farther Light 
to it, and will put his Queries in the Weekly- 
Journal, my Unfitneſs to write for the Publick 
ſhall not hinder me from anſwering en as fully 
3F and ſoon as poſſible. 
11 Io conclude; It would be ſtrang e W if 
0 Atheiſts and Deiſts, and their * and Re- 
tainers did not oppoſe the Spreading af the Go- 
ſpel, and make it neceſſary to have it defended, 
after all its Conqueſts, even in Countries where 
it has longeſt flouriſh'd; but it would be 
I know not hat to call i it were any that 
i belong to the Church to be found contributing 
no to that Diverſion : I am ſure it is to be wiſhed, 
BY - that all who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſti- 
= ans, whether Here or in England, would ſeri- 
1 ouſly think over the Subject of this Eſſay. Is it 
| not a lamentable thing, 1 5 ſo many Thonſands, 
of Souls are periſhing_ in our Sugar-Colonies for 
Want of * ge: ? 4 will not the Common 


Sayjour 


— demand ah Account of 'this, One Day, | 
at the Hands of Somebody? // 
; f : X* - 


CATE ATARI 


FT COME now to conſider your Lordſhip's _ 
Two Letters; not that there is much in them 
that may not receive a juſt Anſwer from what is 
laid down in the foregoing E//ay; bur, Firſt, be- 
cauſe, your Lordſhip having honour'd the Ma- 
ſters of Slaves, of which I. am one, with a Let- 
ter-in Print, dated May 19, 1727, and publiſh'd 
in England in the Month of Auguſt following, 
the good People there (who may not know that 
it was not diſtributed here the L-ward-1/lands] 
till about Chriſtmas 1728, and that your Lord- 
ſhip's 2 did not ſend it to be diſtributed 
as your Lordſhip intended, pag. 17. by the Mi- 
22 who 7 _ — ve 57 the 1 
rtunity of inforcing the Deſign of it upon 
Maſters ws Slaves) 8 * — think 1. 8852 
that no publigk Notice has been taken of it hi- 
ar, and would doubtleſs be confirm'd in their 
Belief of all the hard Things that have been re- 
ported of us among them, if no publick Notice 
was to be taken of it at all; eſpecially ſince the 
Letter was not publiſhed and directed to us, till 
after Particular Enquiries had been made into the 
State of Religion here, pag. 3. and that your Lord- 
ſhip underſtood the ſame by many Letters, as well 
as by the Accounts of Perſons who came from the 
Plantations, p. 12. Ang, Secondly, becauſe 4 


7 


7 
S 


P = ö K , 2 9 * VE * * < lt of 
| N 4 as) 1 ; 15 6 TI FI ii 9 5 „ WEE EY * ad * 
4 a A wat ua” A 4, a 9 * he” * a 7 ry” 0 ä F 
g W * 9 by 2 ; : * * J 5 7 a 2 * . 7 * * by r & = , ©. 
Þ y 1 * SN 2. * ** a ; 2 9 , ; mY F * fe | 
F L 4 »_ X * | 
TY JIE] a ; Fe . 75 
* $f | . o 4 * 2 4 a i ; | k p 
: oy : q . : | 
8 . * 2 ; k : 
"WM. ; . 7 1 ; 
; | N p & b \ 
* 8 | 
as. * 
0 5 
l 
: 


F ͤ heb. 1. a 
c * 


* N 5 2 min * 1 Nun * 
e 4 n * a Le BO N * Y 
I n 9 ts 5 * * * 
PA 8 Y * 
.. r 
3 
4 


. ö 
fit an Occaſion comes in my Way to illuſtrate 
ſome Points in the Sbort' &fſey, | and+to:promote 

the ſame Deſign your Lordſhip has in View, al- 

_ tho? by Methods different from what your Lord- 
ſhip does. wa, EN PD, 

But before I come to the Letters I cannot help 
obſerving, that had your Lordſhip thought fit 
to have added to the printed Lettef and Queries 

(dated Dukeſtreet' Weſtminſter,« November 2. 1733, 
and ſent by your Lordſhip ſome time in he 
Year 1724, to be anſwer'd by the Miniſters in 
the Plantations) but one Query more to this 
Purpoſe, via. F there are any Dratban Slate in 

Jour Pariſh, whence is it that they continue Heatbens 
till in a Chriſtian Country, and what may. be the 

beſt means,” in your Opinion, to bring them over to 

the Chriſtian Faith? Or had your Lordſhip aſk'd 
ia, Reſolution thereof any time in Two or Three 

„Fears after,. ſuch full and pertinent Anſwers 

muſt have been given to it, as would both have 
ſaved your Lordſhip the trouble of writing theſe 


Letters, and prevented the great Delay that 


my now be put to the beginning of th 
JJC „ 2 
One Effect of your Lordſhip's Enquiries is at, 
Page 4. I find that all Attempts towards it 
[ibe Work. of delfvering the Slaves from the Pagan 
Darkneſs and Superſtition, and the making them Par- 
takers of the Light of the Goſpel, &c.] have been by 
too many induſtriouſly diſcouraged and bindered ; 
partly, by magnifying ihe Difficulties of the Work 
beyond what they really are, &c. © Alas! none of 
the Difficulties" of the Work have been told to 
your Lordſhip, except that obvious One, P. 5. 
that they [the Negroes] are utter Strangers to our 
Language, and we to their*s, which is a Difficulty 
that ſhews its whole Force at firſt Sight, and 
does not admit of magnifying ; but then the 


Work 
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Way of overcoming it is as obvious, if we 
would have theſe Slaves converted, they muſt 
either learn our Language, or we mult learn 
their's; and as far as their Converſion is practi- 
cable, this real Difficulty has been long fince 


overcome; or if it is conftantly renew'd by the 

Yearly Importation of Negra fem Africa, it 

learning our 

Language, in ſome | of them are already 
"or 


alſo diminiſhes gradually by 


doing : what your Lordſhip «mentions 


as another Difficulty, page 4. never was, in 


the manner your Lordſhip ſtares it, advanc'd 
by us as any Argument at all, much leſs as 


a good Argument againſt attempting the Conver- 
fron of Negroes; nor does your Lordſhip ſay, 


1t is, but, 1t may be, pleaded, that the Negroes are 
grown Perſons when they come over, and that hav- 
ing been accuſtom'd to the Pagan Rites and Idolatries 
of their ore Country, they are prejudiced againſt all 
other Religions, and more particularly. againſt the 


Chriſtian, as forbidding all that Licentionſneſs, which 


is uſually practiſed among the Heathens. My 


Lord, theſe grown Negroes never heard of Chri- 
ſtianity in their own Countries, and the Mer- 
chants and Mariners of London, Briftol, &c. who 
tranſport them from Guinea hither, have ſome- 


thing elſe to mind (as may be found upon En- 


quiry) than to inſtruct them in it in the Voyage; 
and if the Negroes know nothing of the Pre- 
cepts or Prohibitiohs of our Religion when they. 


firſt arrive' in the Colonies, and perhaps, very 


little all their Lives after, it would be truly 
ſtrange if any of them were prejudiced: againſt 
it becauſe it forbids Licentiouſneſs of living; but 
the Strength of the Difficulty lies, in our Ap- 
prehenſion in this: The Negroes on their Ar- 
rival here conſider themſelves as enter'd into a 


State of perfect and unalterable Servitude, and 


act 


$4 


| Tn. | 
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act as it may be imagin'd any other unnurtur d 
and unciviliz d Perſons would act upon being 
fixed in the like Condition; they ſeldom or ne 
ver (never with Fondneſs or Obſtinacy) practi 
the Rites and Idolatries of their own Countries, 
but, ſooner than a Stranger would think, become 
as indifferent of that wherein they were bred, as 
they live unc d about our Religion, where- 
of they are altogether ignorant. When the newer 
Negroes obſerve that we can read and write (or 
as they word it, make Paper ſpeak) and do many 
other things above their Comprehenſion, they 
feem to take us for a ſort of Superior Beings, 
made as it were on purpoſe to rule over them; 
they both admire, and fear, and hate us; but as 
for our Religion, they mind it no more, than the 
ſorrieſt Ploughman in England, who can neither 
write nor read, may be ſuppos'd to mind the 
Mathematicks. Talk to them about it, and if 
they cannot divert the Diſcourſe, they will put 
their Inſtruftors to no Trouble in point of Ar- 
gument, but grant at firſt Hearing, and without 
underſtanding it at all, that our Religion muſt 
be better than any thing of the kind among 
themſelves; inſomuch that of all the Negro- 
Slaves who have been brought over to Chriſtia- 
nity, none I dare affirm eyer pretended to allege 
that the Superſtition of his Country was ever pre- 
ferable to it, or that the Regard and Eſteem he 
had for his oπnu did prejudice him againſt our 
Way. No; they look upon ours as a Religion 
made for the Baccararoes (ſo they call the Whites) 
and not for them. And tho? many of the Slaves 
make tolerable Handicraftſmen in time, ſuch as 


Coopers, Carpenters, Blackſmiths, Sc. and the 
Females learn to work at the Needle, Sc. and 
therefore cannot but find that with ſome Care 


and Culture they may be made to come pretty 
8 meer 


C 
near us in point of Skill, and conſequently that 
they muſt be the ſame Species of Creatures that 
vue are in every reſpect but Colour, yet I never 
knew a Negro- Slave (and I have talk'd with Hun- 
dreds on the Subject) ſnew the leaſt Curioſity to 
know what our Religion is, nor of himſelf expreſs, 
after a Beginning has been made with him, the 
Teaſt Deſire of farther Inſtruction in it. What 
may be the Cauſe hereof, let Men of Specula- 
tion conſider, and account for at their Leiſure 
this I will aver of the Negro-Slaves in theſe 
Parts, and I do it after long and ſure Obſervari- 
on, that the great Points which have all along ſo 
buſied the Thoughts of the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind, ſuch as the Nature of GOD, our own 
Original, what we were made for, wherein our 
true Happineſs conſiſts, and how it may be at- 
tained, and what ſhall become of us after Death, 
are no more thought of or regarded by them, 
than the Ploughman juſt now mentioned can well 
be #14 a to think of finding out the Lon- 

itude. 
» The next Way by which your Lordſhip ſays 
all Attempts towards it [the Converſion of the 
Slaves] have been by too many. induſtriouſly diſcoura- 
ged and hindred, is by miſtaken Suggeſtions of the 
Change which Baptiſm would make in the Condition 
of the Negroes, to the Loſs and Diſadvantage of 
their Maſters, pag. 4. And again, pag. 10. It is 
further pleaded That the baptizing them when 
inſtructed, would deſtroy both the Property which the 
Maſters have in them, as Slaves bought with their 
Money, and the Right of ſelling them again at Plea- 
ſure. Who theſe Advocates are your Lordſhip. 
does not tell us; the Maſters of the Slaves, T am 
ſure, never pleaded ſo, nor have Occaſion to do 
it while they reſide in the Colonies abroad; nay 
there is not a Sugar or Guea- Trader of any 
: Note 
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have told your Lordſhip that it is impoſſible Bap- 
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Note in London, Briſtol, or -Liverpole; but could 


tiſm, or any the like Privilege, ſhould deſtroy the 
Property. the, Maſters have in their Negro-Slaves, 
or the Right of ſelling them again at Pleaſure in any 
of the Sagar-1/lands,' becauſe if one Example of 
their Manumiſſion upon Baptiſm, againſt the 
Maſter's Will, was once made, or-perhaps but 
attempted: in earneſt to be made here, the Sugar 
Planters would either refuſe to buy them at the 
ſame Rates as before, or buy no more of them 
at all, and then what would become of the Na- 
tion's. Trade to Guinea and the Sugar-Colonies ? 
But I will tell your Lordſhip ſomething that 
is not ſo well known, and that is, whence it 
comes that ſo many Negroes are now to be ſeen 
in England itlelf. / Fi LEARY 
About Forty or Fifty Years ago it was uſual 
with the richer Planters to give on, their Death- 
bed a Negro-Slave or two their Freedom, either 
in Reward for extraordinary Service done by the 
Slaves, or to compenſate for Wrongs done to 
them; and ſome of theſe, or their Children, 
have no doubt found means to tranſport 'them- 
ſelves into England; ſome have been ſent thither, 
when young, as Preſents to Perſons of Quality; 
and others may. be kept there by Maſters of 
Ships under Indenture ; but the far greater part 
of the Negroes now in Exgland owe their happy. 


Situation to the following Caſe. | | 

A Ship, having cleared at the Cuſtom-Houſe, 

and obtained all the proper Paſſes and Certifi- 

cates, ſets out from the Port of London, Liver- 
pole, or Briſtol, for the Coaſt pf Guinea. If ſhe. 
is attack*d or diſturb'd in her Voyage. thither, 

or from thence to the Eugliſb Plantations abroad, 

or from them back to England, by any that are 

not in actual Enmity with our Crown, ſuch Per- 
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ſons will be look d on as Hufes bumani getieris, 
and treated every where as ſuch when taken. 
Upon her Arrival on the Coaſt, the Maſter or 
Supercargo purchaſes, or elſe finds purchaſed to 
his hands (let thoſe who make the Purchaſe ex- 
plain bo) a Loading of Rational Creatures, Men 

and Women, who differ from himſelf in nothing 
but ſome uneſſential Matters, and with theſe 
makes the beſt of his Way to (e. g.) the Leward- 
Hands, and there gives Publick Notice That 
having imported Three or Four Hundred Men- 
© Slaves and Women-Slaves, he will fell them 
on fuch a Day to the beſt Bidders; and when 
the Day comes he begins the Sale accordingly, 
making no other Articles in their behalf than a 
Man who fells Labouring Beaſts at a Fair or 
Market in England uſually do for thoſe Creatures. 
I happen to live at the Place of Sale, being Part 
of the Dominions of the Crown of England, where 
with others I am carrying on the Sugar-Manufa- 
cure under the Protection and Encouragement of 
the Nation: And fince we know the. Publick of 
the Nation is well affured that we cannot poſſi- 
_ bly work up and improve that Manufacture, as 
Things ſtand, without the Labour of ſuch Hands, 
and finding that ſome of our Counttymen from 
thence have therefore brought us a Parcel of them 
for our Money, we take it for granted that the 
Nation or Community does approve of the Traf- 
fick, or of the Sale and Purchaſe of theſe, or the 
like Men and Women-Slaves, as in fact it has 
all along done by Laws made here, and ratified 
in England, Well! upon this Security I buy a 
Lot of Ten of them at 2417. Sterling per Head, 
and for the Payment either draw Bills on my 
Factor in London for 2401. or, if I can prevail 
on the Importer, or the Merchant to whom the 
Slaves are conſign'd, 8 me a Year or = 
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for Half or the whole Sum, I give him my Bond 
to pay it then with Intereſt, or in Sugar at ſuch 
a Price, or ſome way or other that he may be 
rather a Gainer than a Loſer by me. If I fail in 
Payment, he puts my Bond in ſuit, and will re- 
cover; or ſhould my Bills be returned proteſted 
from London, the Law here will give him the 
Principal with Ten per Cent. Intereſt, and Ten 
per Cent. Coſts and Damages. Nine of the Ten 
I turn into the Field as ſoon as I think them fit 
for Work; but taking a liking to one of them, 
or believing him to be the fitteſt for my purpoſe, 
I put him to learn ſome Trade, ſuppoſe the 
| Cooper's, that having my Sugar-Caſks and other 
/ Vedſſels made at home they may come the cheaper; 
or I bring him up to be a Fiſherman, and to 
row in a Boat, and to work on board a Ship at 
, Anchor ; or I get him taught to ſound a Trum- 
/ pet, or play on the Violin, and ſend him to a 
| Barber to learn to Shave and buckle a Wig, and 
ſo keep him to wait on my Self, and at my 
Np Table; or, having fitted him for it, in time I - 
+ Wa prefer him to be Under-Overſeer of his Fellows 
in the Field; or I take the trouble on my Self 
to teach him to boil and clay Sugar; and perha 
to render him ſtill the more valuable, I am at the 
Charge of having him taught to read and write 
Engliſh. Who ever knows the Weſt-Indies will own 
that a young, able-bodied, healthy Slave with 
half theſe Qualifications may be ſold here for a- 
bout a Hundred. Guineas. But now ſo it falls 
out that Buſineſs of Moment, or want of Health, 
obliges me to go for England, and I take this 
| Slave to wait upon me in the Voyage thither, 
Fe” and while I ftay there, and back again. If to 
| his other Education I took care to add Inſtruction 
in Chriſtianity, and got him baptiz'd, I have 
then ſmooth'd the Way for what is to follow at 
| my 
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my Coſt; if not, when we come to London, ſors 
of his own Colour ſoon inſtruct him in it, or the 


Servants of the Family where I lodge, when they 
ſee that ſo likely a young Fellow, one who has 


been pretty well taught in other Matters, is come 
from à Chriſtian Country an «nbaptiz'd Heatben, 


a" ignorant of the very Rudiments of Chriftia- 


, they cannot well avoid compaſſionating his 


Condition, and if Religion be not extinct in 


themſelves will teach him at leiſure times to ſay 
the Creed, Lord's Prayer, and Ten Command- 
ments, and it may be the whole Church - Cate- 
chiſm ; which they find no very hard Taſk to 
do; for tho he minded no ſuch thing before, 
and perhaps could not be prevaiPd. on here, 
without Blows. or Compulſion, ſo much as to 
learn to ſay. the Lord's Prayer, yet now he grows 
wondrous fond of Inſtruction, and ſpares for no 
Pains Night nor Day till he has got the Cate- 
chiſm by heart. This done, away he goes to 


ſome Miniſter, attended with ſome Perſons (of 


his own Colour belike) to ſtand as Witneſſes, and 


tells him, That he had the Misfortune to be 


brought away young from Africa to the Weſt- 


Indies, where being ſold for a Slave, he has 


been work'd for many Years like a Beaſt of 
« Burden, and which is far worſe detain'd in the 
* Darkneſs of Heatheniſm, and deny*d Baptiſm 
* tho? living among Chriſtians; ſand here he 
will confirm all thoſe Reports of the Maſters of 
Slaves and the Miſhonaries in the Weſt-Indies 
which go ſo current in England] but that ſince 
his coming to London with his hard-hearted 
< Maſter, who never took the leaſt Care for the 


« ſaving of his Soul, but rather hinder” d all At- 


tempts towards it, he has, God be thank'd, 
* learn'd better things, and now ſees. the Neceſ- 


, ity chere is of Baptiſm in 2 to his coming 
We, 
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aſtoniſnh'd at the Story, and glad of gaining one 


tin they know I am embark'd for the W:ft-Indies, 


few to direct him but thoſe of his o. Colour, 


vpon going to Seay and then gives me the Slip. 


England againſt his Will) to ſhut him up under 


ver in her Way to the Meg. Indies, whither I re- 
turn him, without Scruple, to ferve as a Slave 


5 


Fuſes to return with me, I then carry him be- 
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© into the Kingdom of Heaven, and therefore 
< humbly prays the Minifter to beſtow. that ine- 
c ftimable'Benefic upon him.“ The good Man, 
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over to Chriſtianity, either baptizes him imme- 
diately, or appoints a certain Day for it. This 
Point gain'd, perhaps his Country- folks fend him 
directly to ſome remote County, where he lurks 


and I never hear of him again; or, which is 
more probable, being afraid of _— out 'at 
once into a new World of Strangers, and having 


whom he finds to be as bad as himſelf, he re- 
turns and continues in my Service till I am juſt 


I happen to. gain timely Notice of what he has 
been doing, and intends-to do farther, I prefent- 
ly try to get him decoy'd on board fome Ship 
in the Thames, and to prevail on the Maſter (as 
knowing the Danger of carrying a Man from 


the Hatches till the Ship is fallen down the Ri- 


on my Plantation; for whatever he may have to 
fay againſt the firſt Authors of his Slavery, or 


| thoſe who by their Management encourage the 
bringing of ſuch Slaves from Africa, it is mani- | 


feſt chat I came honeſtly by him, and have the 
fame Property in him that any Man has in his 
Houſe, Lands, or other Things that are the 
roper Subje&t-Martter of Commerce and Trade. 
ar if I cannot convey him thus away, and he re- 


fore a Magiſtrate to ſhew Cauſe why he re- 
fuſes to return; or, if he cannot eaſily give me 
the Slip, tis very like he will have me carried 
8 | before 
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k 39 1 , 
before 2 Magic to ſhew Cauſe wh I pretend 
o tranſport h his Will my Weſt 
Indes; and ir we appear. before the Juſtice, 
4 Slave (if I may now call him ſo) pleads to 
Effect: Sir, I am a Chriſtian, and a Sub- 
Sie of England at preſent; hard and bitter has 
my Lot been hitherto, and ee ic is like to 
be, unleſs. you take compaſſion on me: I was 
« ſtollen or forced away when young from 
my Native Country to the Weſt-Indies, and 
c there ſold for a Slave, and as ſuch have lived 
with this Man in the Leward-[ſlands for many 
Tears; at length he brought me for his own 
Ends to England, where I have ſerved him 
« faithfully, and am ready to do fo ſtill if he 
* would continue here; but, alas! he is now 
« forcing me to return to America, where I muſt 
< paſs the Remains of my Life in ſtill more diſ- 


« ' pb 
4 f* 
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mal Bondage, and, unſeſs you prevent it, ſhall 


© be carried off before to morrow : I humbly 
« crave the Liberty and Protection of a Subject.“ 
To this I anſwer, by giving the Juſtice the Hi- 
ſtory of my Slave as now related, and farther ſay, 
That if the Negroe will inſiſt on it that he was 
, * ſtollen or forced away from his Native Coun- 
try, I know not how to diſprove him; but this 

, T aſſert, and bring honeſt Men to vouch 
for my Reputation, that he was not ſtollen or 
* forc'd thence by me, but that I bought him 
for a valuable Conſideration from a Merchant 
now living in London, and in open Market, as 
any Man may buy a Horſe in Smithfield.” And 
as to his being a Chriſtian, I anſwer to the ſame 
Purpoſe your Lordſhip does, pag. 11. Chriſtiani- 
ty, and the embracing of the Goſpel, does not make 
the leaſt Alteration in 2 Coo Property, or in any of 
th: Duties that belong to Civil Relations; but in all 
theſe ein it continues We 100 in ibe ſame 
Slate 
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State as it found them. ' The | Freedom which Chri. 
ſtianity gives, is a Freedom from the Bondage of Sin 
and Satan, and from the Dominion of Mens Luſt 
and Paſjions and inordinate Defires ; but as to their 
outward Condition, whatever that was before, whe- 
ther bond or free, their being baptiz*'d, and becoming 
Chriſtians, makes no manner of Change i in it, Here 
the Juſtice looking ſtern upon me, aſks, < if I 
know where I am ;* adding, © that England is 
a Land of Liberty; z that either ſurely I muſt 
< never have known its happy Conſtitution, or 
< or elſe by being long accuſtom'd to tyrannize 
5 over theſe poor Creatures in the M ſt-Indies, 
have forgot it; that there are no foreign Slaves 
in England fince Chriſtianity prevaiPd in it: 
Not that Chriſtianity frees them from Slaveyy, 
but the Law and Uſage of the Land, made 
and continu'd by Chriſtians, does; chat a fo- 
< reign Slave brought into England, is, upon 
landing, ipſo facto free from Slavery; that this 
© now happy Nation is ſo ſenfible of the Sweets 
« of Liberty, that it would ſpare neither for Blood 
nor Treaſure to procure the ſame, if poſſible, 
for the reſt of Mankind every where; and that 
I muſt certainly be an ill Man,. — and 
(calling me ſome ugly Names) for offering 
to carry the poor Negroe back to Bondage. 
To this I reply, That the Inhabitants of the 
« Sugar-Plantations are juſt ſuch Subjects of Eng- 
land as thoſe of Yorkſhire, Middleſex, or the Ile 
of Wight; that as to my Negroe in particular, 
* he was as much a Subject of England upon his 
« firſt landing in the Leward-1ſands, and before 
I bought him, as afterwards, and that if the 
Court of Admiralty there, or any Magiſtrate, 
* had condemn'd him and the reſt of the Cargo 
< to be ſet at Liberty u _ their Importation, I 


; doubt not but the Londoner who imported them 
* would - 
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ys 47 , 
e ede ſoon have found Law enough. in Eu. 
and to damn that Condemnation.” But perceiv- 
ing this to ſignify n „Itry whether the In- 
rereſt of the Publick e will makean Impreſſion on the 
Juſtice, and tell him chat, This Negro-man can 
_ © be of little uſe in Eny/and except to fill; up a 
© Number, and to conſume the Fox ood of another, 
* whereas might I be ſuffered to take him along 


« with me, the Expence I muſt he at for his Eating 


s and Wearing in the Wſt- Indee and the Im- 
provement 1 * might be made of the Product 
0 of his Labour when remicted to Exgland, would 
create Employment for a better Man, belides 
the Advantage it would bring to the Revenues 
and Nayigation of the Nation.“ But findin 
this to ge), no more than the former, I tr 
what his Regard for Religion will do, and beg 
leave (not without good hopes of Succeſs) to re- 
preſent to him, That in che Engii Swgar-Colo- 
* uies, there are many Thouſands of - theſe Nez 
* gro-Slaves, whom all good . Chriſtians with 
converted to the Chriſtian F aich, and that a- 
mong other Means of obtaining ſo pious and 
deſirable an End, this: of allowing my Man 
to return thither would be a moſt conducive 
One, becauſe having beheld ow nity. in its 
Beauty in England, A being inſtructed in 
the Nature and Importance * 15 he could 
not only tell his Countrymen the glorious 
Thi ka doc ſeen and heard of it, ut alſo 
c explain the main Points of ig to them, and 
that his Arguments and Perſuâſions would ob- 


© tain more Credit with them, and find an eaſier 


Entrance into their Minds, than the ſame or 
ſtronger could do, tho deliver d to them from 
* the, Mouth of a Biſhop. But all in vain: 


The J ultice, who beck owes the beter oe: 
| "8: 93.24 of 
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| of his own Eſtate to ſome Branch or other of 
the Sugar or Guinea-Trade, caſting a kindly Look 
on the Negroe, tells him, Friend! you are as 
free as that Man who calls himſelf your Ma- 
« ſter, or a8 I am, or as any other Man in 
4 _—_— you may go about your Buſi- 
© neſs. Thus in a Land of Liberty am I di- 
veſted: of my * without Remedy: All 
my Comfort is, that on my Return to the Le- 
ward-I/lands I may ſoon expect to ſee another 
Ship from England, 45 Way of Guinea, with 
a Cargo of the ſame ſort of Merchandiſe, and 
for Twenty Five Pounds Sterling provide myſelf 
with ſuch a Slave as the other was at firſt, and 
pram him ſecurely whatever Accompliſhments 
1 \. hon provided I keep him out of Eng- 
But (as your Lordſhip proceeds, page 10.) I. 
is further Headed 4 22 the — them [the 
 Heathen-Slaves] Chriſtians, only makes them keſs 
diligent, and more ungovernable. If it has been 
given out in England, that the | Maſters of the 
Slaves here plead thus, we have much wrong 
done us. Was a Sugar-Planter, who is a Man 
of common Senſe, and no Foe to ReveaPd Re- 
ligion, to give his Thoughts of the Matter, he 
would explain it thus: © I will not fay that it 
can be owing to a wild, uncouth, unnatural 
Situation of Things, the like whereof never ap- 
< pear'd in the World before the Chriſtian Æra, 
nor fince ;' bug if our Negroes prove le dili- 
gent upon their being made Chriſtians, we may 
thank their Overſeers for it, who do not rouze 
them up to Work as before, or their indiſ- 
creet' Teachers, who when they] ſhould be in- 
ſtructing the Slaves, give them Opportunities 
of indulging their innate Inclinations to Sloth 
v © and Idlegeis; and if they grow more mo. 
5 able 
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« able upon it, the Maſters may thank their own 
© Retniflneſs and Miſconduct, or wich great 
reaſon. impute it to the Pride of the Slaves, 
« who being told upog their being made Chri- 
ſtians, as indeed they ought to be told it, 
that all Chriſtians, bond or free, are Bre- 
* thren and Fellow-Heirs in Chriſt, may from 
« thence take occaſion to think highly of them- 
« ſelves; as being thus on-a Level with their Ma- 
« ſters. But is Chriſtianity therefore Sin? God for- 
« bid! It is not our Way to charge ſuch Doings on 
the Religion, but on the Men, who either 
have not been ſufficiently taught it, or will 
not obey it, both which are very often the 
Caſe with our Negroes.” And I am ſo loth 
to think that ever a Gbriſtian pleaded at this 
rate, that I rather . if a Deiſt, or the 
greateſt Knave in England ( ſuppoling him to 
know what Chriſtianity is, as thorough-pac'd 
Deiſts, and crafty Men in Chriſtian Countries 
generally do) was under a Neceſſity of buying 
a Slave, and Two (of equal Years, Sorta of 
Body, and Skill in their Buſineſs) were to be 
fold in open Market before his Face, the One 
a mere untaught Heathen, or bred in Idolatry, 
and the Other baptiz'd and tolerably inſtructed 
in the Chriſtian Religion, he would give at leaſt 
Twenty Five per Cent. more for the Chriſtian 
than for the Heathen-Slave. _ The Truth is, my 
Lord, all the Pleadings of tMeſe our Advocates 
ſeem to be purpoſely contriv'd to make us ap- 
pear fooliſh and ridiculous,as well as profane and 
impious in the Eyes of our Mother-Country. 
3 have the more N to 5 7 our 1 * 
up for ſaying, pag. 7, 8. am loth to thin 
ſo hardly of Kia G. tian Maſter, as to ſuppoſe that 


be can deliberately hinder his Negroes from being 
iſlrufted in the Chriftian Faith; or, which tis the 
G 2 
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ae Ib hat he can upon. ſober and matere Conf 
ge e Caſe, finally reſolvr 10 deny them. the 
jor Lo N of Infirufion, In this 
aur; Lordſhip does us Juſtice; for the worſt 
W ere eſerves not to 

of; but what your Lordſhi adds Much leſs 
227 7 that be can, . 4 be has. ſeriouſly 


4 Matters. 17 7 them 10 lahowr on * 


who Tx. to, Rnd th but raghey encourages 


. Field:Slaves” to Work oor. themſelves on che 


d's. Day; nay he is 'd, and always: 
proves, the beſt Slave whoThuſes rather to work 
on y, than, to make it wholly a Day of 
ee And Fam Fe your Lord- 
ſhip has, act of it; 2 

chat remedy'd it mu & 55 Remedy come 
from hat Quarter it w l, 8 Converſion 


of the. egro- 9 99 in our Sugar-Colonics can be 


ſet bout » with any. hopes of. Succeſs; and if the 
tracing gut this Evil and the Cauſes of its Con- 
tinuance, to to their Ori iginal, can contribute to 
rhe v of it; 1 will lo chat now with ws, 
Heart. 
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od; ee ber then; call. Sir ile je coral 
was a to rule over us, who tho? a Romani 
holick himfelf, did more | for the Settlłment 
and of the Church of England than all: 
the Governors before or ſince his Time; unleſd 
2 in a Caution in favour of the laſt 
briſtopher Cadringion, Wwho was - 
tho? coy watited the Staies and Backing that Sir 
William had, an active Well-wiſher to Religion. 
in general, and . y to the Church of 
England.” And when Clergymen firſt came over, 
their Number was hut Tul, and the Number 
of the Whites, or Chriſtians, cohſiderably greater 
than that of the Blacks, or Heathens ; and the 
Heathens then, and- for ſome Years afier, were. 
little acquainted with our Language, and gene - 
rally ſpeaking either very pow ot very per- 
verſe, . Moſt of the Whites thought. they - 
pretty well in keeping up the Face of Reli 
among themſelves on the Lord's Day; he 
Slaves ar Blacks, being (fer the Reaſons now. 
hinted) in a manner overlook'd and abandon'd, 
ſuch of them as were naturally induſtribus, or 
ambitious of making a finer Figure than their 
Fellows, or had ſeveral Wives to pleaſe and gra- 
tify, employ'd the Day in labouring for them 
ſelves, others made it a Day of Reſt, and the far 
greater part a Day of Sport, till the Thing was 
found, when it came to be look'd into by the 
Publick, to have grown to ſuch a Head as not 
to be ſoon or. cally crulh'd; the Slaves claimed 
the Lord's Day as peculiarly their on, and 
without doubt many of the Maſters were not fond 
of diſputing the Point with them, as believing 
that this unbounded Liberty of doing what they 
lifted on the Lord's Day made their Slavery fit 
the eaſier all the reſt of the Week; nay to 
* them the more, ſome Maſters then (as 
many 


4 


many do till) allowed their Slaves To or Three 
in 6 every Cbriſtmas and Eaſter to be employ d 
in * 


thoſe high Feſtival Times to keep Guard in the 


gainſt the Slaves going armed with miſchievous 
Horns or Conch-Shells, meeting in great Com- 


their being found out of their Maſters Plantations 


| Lordſhip has no doubt heard that even in and a- 
poſed all the Inhabitants are hred to Chriſtianity 


in, and of Miniſters to Officiate in them, yet 
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c Labour or Diverſions as the Slaves ſhould 
think fit; which has been den like to produce 
dire Effects in ſome Sugar*Colomes, inſomuch that 
to this Day the White Inhabitants are forced at 


ſeveral Towns, and to patrole on the High Ways 
in the Night-Time, for fear of Miſchief from 
the Combinations of their Slaves. Severe Laws 
were made 3 in Barbadoes, where the 
Danger from them has been always greateſt) a- 


e . „ n an OY 


Weapons, their beating of Drums, blowing of 
panies to Feaſt and Dance, and even againſt 


without a Ticket at any. Time, eſpecially on Sa- 
turday- Nights, Sundays, and Holy- Days; but no 
Attempts that I know of were ever made in any 
of, our Sugar- Colonies to hinder the Field-Slaves 
from Labouring on their own Account on the 
Lord's Day, and were any ſuch to be made as 
the Caſe ſtands now, they would, in my Opini- 
on, prove wholly fruitleſs, if not worſe. Your 


bout the City of London, where it may be ſup- 


from 'their Cradles, and where there is ample 
Proviſion made of Churches to worſhip GOD 


many Apprentices, Journeymen, Servants, and 
other inferior People make the Lord's Day, 
notwithſtanding the Laws, a Day of Pleaſure and 
Diverſion; and ſome of them labour harder, if I 
am not miſ-inform?d, in travelling from Place 

Place in purſuit of their Recreations on that Day, 
than they do at their Handicrafts or other Works 
"Yr | | | 8 | | on 
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ſtendom, judge, my Lord, what can be hoped for 


in our Sugar-Colomes, where the Perſons permit- 


ted to Labour on the Lord's Day were never 


inſtructed in Chriſtianity, where there is hot one 


Church appointed for them to aſſemble in, and 


where never any one Man has yet appear'd to 


take the Inſtruction of them upon him. If it be 
ſaid, that their Maſters and the Miſſionaries un- 
der whoſe Miniſtry they live are the Perſons that 


ought to do, or ſee this done on the Lord's Day 


or any other, I muſt deſire the Objector to wait 
a little, and that Point ſhall be cleared up be- 
yond Exception in the Sequel of this Letter; in 
the mean while I ſhall not doubt to ſay, that our 
Crime at preſent in permitting the Slaves to la- 
bour for themſelves on the Lord's Day is neither 


more nor leſs than the giving way to the leaſt 


of two Evils when both cannot be prevented or 
avoided. For J hope it has not been given out 
in England that the Slaves are permitted or re- 
quired to labour on the Lord's Day for their 


Owners; we demand no other Labour from them 
on that Day but (allowing for the Difference of 
Places) the very ſame that every Maſter exacts 


of his hired Servant in Europe, ſuch as Watching 


on any other Day of the Week. If it be ſo in 4 
Country where the Lord's Day is ſaid to be more 
religiouſly obſerved than in any other in Chri- 


in their Turns the Canes and Proviſions, looking 


after the Live- Stock, dreſſing of Victuals, wait- 
ing on us when we ride abroad, or to Church, 
Sc. And as ſtrange as the News may ſeem in 


England, I can aſſure your Lordſhip, that if any 


Maſter was ſo mad as to command his Slaves to 


work in the Field on the Lord's Day, they would 


diſobey him, and run away with one conſent. 


Slaves Have (or, which is. the ſame, think they 
have) ſome Rights and Privileges, of which they 
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are as tendcious as any Freeman upon Earth: cat 
be of theirs, and which no Maſter of common 
od will | an attempt to . ; Hh for Ex. 
ample, à Slave goes on a 9HHdgy-WMIOTNIOg (a 
Mountain to cut a Barden of what we call Moun- 
tain- Cabbage, and brings it to his Maſter's Houſe, 
the Maſter muſt give him as much Money for it 
as if he bought it from the greateſt Stranger; for 
ſhould he take upon him to beat down the Price, 
the Slave would not put it in his power to ſerve him 
ſo a ſecond Lime; and were the Maſter there; 
upon to turn Tyrant, or to reſtrain him from 
going into the Mountain again on any Day which 
paſſes for the Slave's on Day, the Slave would 
neglect his Labour on other Days, the Maſter muſt 
drive and drub him into Duty, the Slave would 
wax worſe and worſe under Puniſnment, and the 
Event ever prove prejudicial to the Fool the 
Maſter: And the ſame may be ſaid of all other 
Things which a Slave is capable of getting, or of 
doing, at a Time which is accounted his Own. 
In ſhort, if a Maſter, as Things ſtand, was to 
refuſe to permit a Field - Slave to work for him- 
ſelf on the Lord's Day, he would do it in ſpite 
of the Maſter, or if he was to be tied or Jock'd 
or chain'd up from Labour, or put upon Labgur- 
ing for his Maſter, or upon any other Employ- 
ment that does not turn to the Slave's own Tem- 
poral Profit, he would deem it a moſt unjuſt In- 
vaſion of his Rights, and make more than ſuffi- 
ciant Reprizals on his Maſter by being every way 
diſobedient to him, And here I muſt obſerve, 
that no ſet of Men I ever heard of ſhew leſs In- 
clination to Labouring on the Lord's Day than 
the Sugar-Planiers; and tho? I have lived long 
in the Leward-Tſlands, and been no negligent 


Qbſerver of their Conduct, I never knew one of 
2 | | | them, 


an 
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Grinding-Time (when the Rains that are expect- 
ed in July and Auguſt muſt hinder. the Canes from 
yielding) work his Slaves after Twelve a-Cloek 
on SaturdaysNight, or before One on Monday- 
Morning, except once ot twice, when it happend 
through the Overſeers not knowing the Time of 
the Night, and that brought ſuch Cenſures 4d 
Reflexions on the Maſten from the Neighbour- 
hood, that they took effectual Care ever after to 

revent the Ae Miſtake, And indeed,” my 

ord, as bad as we axe, were an) Maſter to 


work his Slaves here on the Lord's Day, we 


ſhould ſoon have him preſented at the Seſſions, 
and fin'd or puniſh'd as the Laws direc. 
Tour Lordſhip alſo fagours. us in faying, p. 8. 
And leaſt of all may I believe that be [the Maſter] 
can put them [the Slaves] under a kind of Neceſſi- 
ty of labouring on that the Lord's] Day to provide 
themſelves with the Conveniencies of Life. My 
Lord, no Maſter, here who knows and conſults 
his Intereſt, does. put; his Slaves under that Ne- 
ceſlity, but provides them with proger Lodging, 


and with Cloathing fit for the warm Climate, 


ſuch as Drawers for the Men, and Coats for the 
Women, and generally Caps and Waſtecoats for 
both; and as for their Eating, few Planters are 
without a Plantane or Bonana Garden, and all of 
them take care to plant in the Seaſon a ſufficient 
Quantity of Land with Indian Proviſions, ſuch 
as Corn or . Maize, . Caſſave, Tamms, Tanyatos, 
but chiefly with the Spaniſh Potatoe, which is a 


moſt wholſom and nouriſhing. Root, and thrives 
every where throughout'the Surar-Colonics to Per- 
fection in ſeaſonable Weather; he likewiſe lays 
in a Store of Jriſb Beef and Herrings, and ſome- 
times Flower and Bread from New-York, Phila- 
delphia, &c. Salt-Fiſh from New-England, or 
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| is no ©ccz ion to 


the Maſter 


lah Corn rt Maryland and Ea: IM 
oy, to them as he ao We ſe z and if 6. 
$ to fall Thatrt of Proviſions of Ris OWN, a 
ll buy from thoſe chat have theth to ſell; and 
became in ſome dryWeather Years there i 1s none 


to be got lor Money * ies amongſt us, the 


prudent. ſort 9 


| anters uſe 90 keep. by 
them a Quantity. of. Horſe-Beans from Em land, 
to ſerve in a Time . for that Bat 
a ſort of Pulſe that wo not deca Tn if there 
feed their own Negroes with i 85 
they can ſell it again to thoſe that want, of whic 
there are always One's even in the more ſeaſona- 
ble Tears, who thro? 1 5 or Misfortunes 
las it is alſo leſs or more with too many in all Coun- 
tries) are brought to Want even 5 Neceſſaries 
of Life, or at leaſt not to have them of the Pro- 
N of their own Soil. But it is not the Ne- 
labouring on the Lord's Day to provide 
chen elves with the Conveniencies or Neceſſaries 
of Life, that will provide | them with either when 
roves Fool or. Sluggard; for the 
Slaves in fü a Diſtreſs grow heartleſs and idle, 
careleſs of themſelves as well as of their Owner's 
Intereſt, and pine away with Hunger, Worms, 


and Naſtineſs, till by their Sickneſs and ſure 


Death the ſorry Maſter is brought to want the 
Neceſfaries of Life himſelf. No Man can work 
here without ſufficient Food, and no Man, White 
or Black, can Jive here without working, or be- 


ing employ'd in, ſome. active Buſineſs, of Life. 


We have no ſuch Beggars as in England, and were 
any of them to be ſent here, they would be for- 


ced either to return forthwith, or work, or die. 
But as to the Neceſſity your Lordſhi ip ſpeaks of, 


I believe there is not a Plantation in Fifty in our 
Sugar-Colomes where the Slaves are reduced to it. 
Why hound they ? The Government has "eſe 

cle 
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R en are by Nazure to the H 
bandman in Europe ang what ners will ſuffer 
1. to th nerellary Po f he can provide i it 
or them 
T haye only ſpoken of the Meceſaftes of Life, 
becauſe. theſe, as far as concerns a Slave, are 
much the ſame with th Canveniencięi of it; for 


that is the Conveniensies of Life t him, Which | 


enables him to Tive,. not. according to his own 
Inclinations, but ſo as to do his uty, or 
Work he is directed to do, to the beſt Ad: 
vantage of the Maſter, or as r as his Know- 
ledge and Abilities extend, of which the Maſter, 
who is under no Ties to the Slave but thoſe of 
Humanity, muſt, unleſs the Supreme Power of a 
Place interpoſes, be the laſt Judge. Moſt of the 
Slaves in our Sugar-Colonies have, as their Importers 
b e been täken in War. Now 
ſays Puffendorf de Lege Nat. & _ 1.6. c. 3, 
4 6. 4; Lala Pranflation) as by the Rigbt of 
25 ar an Enemy ma) fairly be kill d, fo 75 27 Cen que- 
ror may, i be p leaſes, 795 bim bis Life, . 0. 92 
Promiſe F Perpetual Service. In which Contract 
and Compoſition, the Good which the Vanguiſbꝰd re- 
ceives, uf the Security of bis Life, which, » the Rigbt 
of War, might have been taken away; and the Good 
which he engages to bring: to the Vittor [and, I fap- 
ſe, to the Victor's Aſſigns] is bis Service and 
2 dience, and theſe, as far as poſſi ble, Abſolute. For 
he that obligeth himſelf to perform the Commands 0 7 
Another, before he knows the Particulars, is boun 
without tiny Limitation" or Exception, to do all that the 
other” Party ſhall enjoin. And Dr Hammond (in his 
Notes on 1 Cor. ix. 19. ſpeaking of the Slaves of 
old, ſays, Servants, or ASN, Bondmem or Slaves, 
were wholly in the Power of their Maſters, wha had 
Po er over Ineir Bodies jo Labour, without gi 
H 2 ung 
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art commanded in hut the due Debt their Maſters, 


40 it et. That which is ho more 
perhaps but, the ne of Life to à Ser- 


vant in Europe, as the State of Servants is there 


now; would in theſe Parts, where Servitude has 


been made to reſt on ot Conditions, be the 


Delicacies or Super fluities of it in the Hands of a 
Negro. Slave, and deſtroy the Deſign on which 
he was purchas'd at greg for which he is 


continually Wy | with the Neceſſaries and Con- 
veniencies of his Life, and ſooner than they who 


ktiow not what Slavery is can think, undo the 


Maſter, if not the Slave too. Plato, where he 


profeſſedly handles the Subject (ib. 6. de Legibus) 


after mentioning What is to be ſaid both againſt. 
Slaves and in their Favour, and, having laid 
down ſome Rules for the right chuſing and go- 


verning of them, gives, his Judgment concerning 
the Treatment due to them in general, ' thus : 
Rode g os fil, Gn lun, Ne Aug EN &c. 
Caſtigandi ſemper jure ſunt ſervi, neque i b monind; 
ut liberi homines, ne difſoluti reddantur. * Allocutio 
omnis ad ſervos quodammodo imperium ,, Aue Jocus 
ullus cum ipfis, ſeu faminis ſiue maſculis habeatur. 
Quad multi ſtultè facientes, dum delicatius eos nul ri. 


unt, difficiliorem vitam & ſibi ad imperandum, © 
2 7 obediendum reddunt. And Ariſtotle de O 


conom. lib. I. cap. 5. Ormor N ret, Eels, 


KoAæor , Y Teepnc, &c. Jam tribus propoſitis, 
opere, 8 & ciboʒ fi cibus ſuppetat ſine o. 


pere & caſtigatime, ita petulantia innaſcitur. Inter 
opera vero & caſtigationam kibum non babere & in- 
juſtum atque violentum eſt, & elidit ſrangitque viren. 


Kelinguitur ergo hoc, ut opera facere illi cogantur, 
& wr els . ili. Nam hed gg a/iquis 


Dominus 


8 the 25 are not * 1 5 but pu- 
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„ EN. : 
Domian eſſe; eorum * 
5 K autem merces tibus eſt. And b (chap. 
ver. 24.) Fodder, a Maud, and Buribens are 

for the 45 And Bread (c ibus neceſſarius) Cor- 


reltion, and Work for a Servant. This then was 


the juſt way of uling Slaves of old; they could 
not, with Safety 15 thei Owners, be truſted 


with more dan was firiftly neceſſary for them, as 


is obſerved alſo by Dr South (who ſeems to have 


look'd into the Matter) in his Sermon on St Jabn 
xv. 15. The Sthwyant,'or Slave ſſays he) neither loves 

Hing commanded, nor ibe Perſn who commands 
it; but in cobolly and only intent upon his own Emolu- 
ment, that is, as I underſtand it, the Superflui-. 
ties, or, as another may rather chuſe to call it, 


the Convthiencies of Life. All Kindneſſes done him, | 


and all that is given bim, over and above what is 
ſtrictly juſt and bis due, nales bim rather worſe 
than 2 And this is an Obſervation tbat never 
fails, where any one bas ſo much Bounty, and fo 


little Wit, as io make the Experiment. For a Ser. 


vant (or Slave) rarely or never uſcribes what he 
receives tothe mem Liberality and Generoſity of the 
Donor, but to his own Worth und Meri, er to 
the need which be ſuppoſes there is of him. And 


if the Servants or Slaves were uſually ſuch (for 


I know there have been Exceptions in all Ages 
and Countries, as there alſo are among us) in 
the Land of Judea at the time the Doctor ſpeaks 
of, it is not to be thought, and no Man who 
conſiders what hath been ſaid of them in the 
Eſay will chink, that ours require, or can admit 
of other Treatment here at preſent, unleſs it 
were our Duty to render them ſtill more inſo- 
lent and ungovernable. bes 

But it is time to confider che Objection which 


_ yout Lordſhip ſuppoſes may be made againſt the 
Inſtrustiens of ee Pag. 40 and the Methods 


ſuggeſted 


* 3 «ak 
* 
0 


ne nulla; n wh 


, TT... 
: * 8 4.» 
ag FEE a l 


—_ 
td ee a - 
— 


W—_— 


— 2 
—— 


— 


W. 


45 


repair d or rebuilt; and what with bowin 


* * a * 
* "OO N * „ "Re . 
kJ * 9 * 
* , 

* 

8 

* 

N 321 


ggeſted to us, e 3, ol 
m4 Tt be Jaid (ſs your Lordſhip ſtates it 


them: 
for wo. 


of right Information) that no Time can be ſpared 


from * daily Labour and Employment of the Ne- 
groes, | to iuſſrult them in the Chriſtian Religion 3 
this is in Effeft to ſay, Sc. But becauſe a full 
1 ind th 1 ment ion- 
ed by your p for inſtru e Negroes, 
will 4— up the whole 1 J enter 
_ either, I defire to premiſe a few Things. 

1. That the Sugar-Manmfactuge in gur Colo- 


| nies admits of as little Reſpite from Labour as 


Perhaps any ſort — — a here 


elſe. Where there are many Negroes there is 


Iways much Work to be done; and where a 
Danton is weak-handed, the Maſter i is often 


oblig' d either to work his, Slaves in Crop- time 


for a great part of the Night as well as the whole 
Day, or to loſe the Seaſon for taking off the 
Canes. x Planting: time all Hands are at Work; 
there is a Time when the Canes muſt be weeded 
and ſupplied, or they will not anſwer ; the Land 
muſt be dung'd in many Placgs ; Fences muſt 
be made and kept up, Paſture-Lands clean'd, 

the Sugar-Works, Buildings, Negro-Huts, Wh 


and holeing of the Groynd, carriage to a0 from 
the ee, Se. A Planter's Life admits of 
very little. Interruption at any time of the Year. 
But this muſt he: granted, - ” 1. air can * 
made of Others. * 
2. That there is bardly: 8 in T en 


: ul over the Meſt· Indies but what is urfflerſtock'd, 


and the far greater part of them conſiderably 
underſtock'd in Hands, as well as in other Neceſ. 


ſaries for carrying on the Sugar- Manufacture; in- 
 Jomuch that moſt of them could employ, one 
Hand i in MORT than * have 0 . 


. * 55 1 | 
bee be granted en de tlie Rai 
can be made. 

1 That what thro? the fe t Mortality 4. 
the Slaves, eſpecially thoſe 9 I 
18 rom Guinea, Accidental File a. 
mong Canes, and long: continued Droughts, and 
other Calamities and Misfortunes; what theo? 
ſome Miſmanagrnerits-of their own, into which 
the Infelicity of their Situation too oſten leads 
them; and what thro* the vaſt Gains that Mer- 
chants (to whom they are che mereſt Drudges) 
in the feveral Branches of Trade always make 
of them, the great Expence that is neceſſary to 
maintain the Sugar-Manufatures, and the heavy 
Taxes they have to pay (which of late are ag- 
gravated by the annual Sums given in Addition 
o the Salaries which the Crown beſtows on the 
ſeveral Governors) and the prodigious Duties 
laid on their Manufacture when imported into 
England; the Bulk of the Sugar-Planters neither 
are, nor (while all theſe Burthens laſt) poſſibly 
can be rich: As will be manifeſt if yer the Ac- 
count of the Sale of the French Lands in St Chri- 
ſtopher's ſhould ſee the Light, in which the ſe- 
veral Particulars are explained, or as ſoon as 
Enquiry can be made of Others wh have no on 
yo to hide the Truth. 
That as the carrying on the Cauſe of Chri- 
Riankey, although by fo Frm one conſiderably 
leſſens his Temporal. Incomes, und either to be 
wholly unconcern'd at the Diminution, or elfe, 
becaufe it may happen to pinch him hard in his 
Worldly Intereſt, to truſt in GOD for making 
it up ſome other Way, and if that ſhould not 
ſoon be afforded, or totally with-held, yet not 
gig ba proceed: in the Methods: he has be- 
zun, but, out of Zeal to GOD'*s Glory, and 


e Salvation of Souls, beſtow a good Share * his 
et 
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Tet. TIE fol the better carrying 
ork, argues the Perſon WO 


poſſeſs d of ſomething of that ats Sa 


whicl hriſtians in Apo 5 
Times; ſo the Man who. ww Culfes x the lea 
Abatement. of his 5 Advanta x. nor be- 
ſtow ſome ſmall 3 pe far thoſe Ends, is at beſt 
but a lame and fe "Chriſtian, . or rather 
deſerves not to LED Ja Chriſtian at-all, 

5. That as the Wine nhabitants of the Figer⸗ 
Colonies know. better (for the. Coles ſpecified i in 
the Z/ay)-than to pretend to com ves 
with their Countrymen in Eng 70 in Point of 
Piety, ſo the Generality of 1 Maſters of th 
Negro Slaves have been repreſented i in the molt 
obnoxious, Colours to their Matber- Nation: 1 
Covuetous, Atheiftical, and. Ungodly. Men, as Men 
that are ſo far from taking any Concern for the 
Souls of their Slaves, that they do all they can 10 
hinder them from Chriſtian. Failh and Baptiſm, and 
diſcourage thoſe that would 7 7 71 means of il. 
And ſince the Writing, Jo). 1 have: ſeen 
a Pamphlet, —— 9 4 ds for the Wetter 
ſupplying,of Churches in our Foreign Plantations, and 


which reign'd among 


for Converting the Savage Atnericans to C briſtiamty, 


* Landon, printed by H. Mood 92 1725, Where 
e Writer ſays, pag. 3. There is at this Day 
Jut 2 Sen/e of. Religion, and a, moſt notorious Cor- 


ruption of Mauners, in the Engliſh Colonies ſettled 
on the Contineni America, — tbe Hands; and 


in the next Page, That the Negroes of our Planta- 


lions. continue Heathens under Chriſtian M. alters 
and in Chriſtian Countries, which could never be, if 


our. Planters were rightly iuſtructed and made ſeiſibls, 


that they diſappointed their own Baptiſm by denying 


it to thoſe. that belong to them. And ſpeaking o 


1 cole pag. 8. he ſays it is 4 Place of fo much 
* and ſuch diſſolute Morals, that it * at 


firſt 


t $7 1 
ſight from 2 2 improper Pico} Ae ge- 


neral Seminary intended for the forming Miſſionaties, 
and educating Youth in Religion and Sobriety of Man- 
ners. The ſame ObjetFions lie againſt the Neighbour- 
ing (he muſt mean the 2 , Iflands. And if 
we confider the Acconnts given of their Avarice and 
Licentiouſueſs, their Coldneſs in the Practice of Re- 
ligion, and their Averfion from propagating it (which 
appears in their with. holding their Slaves from Bap- 
tiſm) it is to be feared, that the Inhabitants in'the 
populous parts of our Plantations on the Continent, 
are not much fitter than thoſe in the Iſlands above- 
mentioned, to influence or aſhſt ſuch a Di 55 And 
in commendi ing the Inhabitants of Bermudas, 
Dag. 12. he ſays, They are more conſtant Attendants 
on Divine Service, more kind and reſpetiful to their 
Paſtor, and ſhew much more Humanity to their 
Slaves, and Charity to one another, than is obſerv/d 
among the Engliſh in the other Plantations one Rea- 
fon of wwhich may be, that Condemn'd Criminals, be- 
ing employ'd in the Manufafures of S ugar and To- 
bacco, were never tranſported thither. © And pag. 
20. Maxy Engliſh in our Weſtern Plantations, 
inſtead of gaining Converts, are themſelves degenerated 
into Heathen, being Members of no Church, with-_ 
out Morals, without Faith, without Baptiſm. 
Whether theſe ſo fitive and extended Aﬀerti- 
ons be true or falſe, is not 5 4 reſent Buſineſs; 
tis enough that the Aſſertors believe them to be 
true, which I think is very plain with reſpect to 
Mr Wall, and the Writer of the Propoſal; nor 
can it be queſtioned but both. theſe Gentlemen, 
tho' neither I preſume was ever upon the S b 
thought they had good Evidence to ſupport the 
Affirmatives concerning us; for ſure the Writer 
of the Propoſal, raſh as he ſeems to be, durſt 
not have pronounc'd (as he does pag. 4.) that : 
the * diſappointed — own Baptiſm by dony-- | | 
,-”, 


· 5% 


if he had not been very 
denied m to their Neg much Teſs 
would Mr Wall have faid of the Maſters of the 
Slaves 9 30 Sf che firſt Volume of his Hi. 
12 Bai pen) As F doubt they have but 
olief of | the Frans — % it were for 
Alereſt that it were not true; for there is no- 
hy ur ere of it tban that fuch Ma- 
fers are in GO D*s Senſe a much worſe ſort of Hea- 
tbens than their Slaves, and that beſides their own 
Perſonal Sins, the Blood of theſe poor Creatures will 
be Fequired at their Hands, if he had not thought 
himſelf ſure of the Fact, that moſt, or many, or 
ſome conſiderable Number of be Mafters in the 
 Welſt-Indies do all tbey 
from Chriſtian Faith and Baptiſm, and diſcourage 
theſe that would procure them means of it - And leaſt 
of all-would Others, of much higher Name and 
Dignity, have deliver'd themſelves from the 
Preſs as they have done concerning us, had they 
not * 8 our Guilt to be "all and fac that 
they could re EEE and ſufficient 
Proofs of it. * 
One thing more, and! Mall detain your Ford: 
ſhip no longer from the main Point. When a 
Clergyman comes tb the Vt. Indies to take the 
Care of a Pariſh upon him, he comes with the 
ſame Notions concerning the Propagation of the 
Goſpel among the Slaves that run Wd; Your 
Lordſhip's Letters; and being reſolved to try 
what can be done towards carrying on a Work of 
ſuch Importance, and which has been ſo long 
neglected, to the 


with our Parochial Miniſters ; but receiving 


from them an Account oe the State of Things: 


here 


g 


9 


iy: it 4 boſe [the Negroes} that belong to then; 


certain that the Planters 


can to binder their Slaves 


amy of England (as the Writer | 
of the Propoſal juſt now mentioned exprefles it, 
55 4.) and the Scandal of the World, he firſt ad- 


Pr 
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England, he calls to mind the Character he may 
have heard of themſelves before he left London, 
viz, that they are (as the ſame elegant Yriter * 
them out, pg. 5.) the very, Dregs- and R uge of 
their Natiue Te ſuch as can be pick | 
that great Prelate whoſe peculiar — if 13 to pa abr 
the Churches in our | Plantations; and althe 
ſuppoſing his Enquiries to be made in the Le- 
— 2 — at preſent, he might find ; ome 
Foc have _ ſent over my (to ſay 4 — of 
e great and good pton's, or Biihop 
Robinſon's Miſſionaries) that your Lordſhip has 
been pretty happy 2 icking of them up, yet, ſuſ- 
ing the worſt, ill, he next next applies to ſome ſo- 
ber, diſcreet, and Religious Gentlemen of the 
Laity (whoſe Number is not ſo very inconſide- 
rable neither in theſe Parts) and receiving the 
like Accounts from them, what can he do more, 
if he be diſcreet, but wait till his own Obſerva- 
tion convinces him of the Truth or Falſity of 
their Informations? and when by frequent diſ- 
courſing with the Clergy. here, and the Maſters 
of the Slaves, and ſome of the Slaves themlelves, 
he comes to be Maſter of the State of the Caſe; 
What is the Reſult? why, truly hs lets the Work 
alone (as all the Miniſters that were ſent hither 
before him have done, and as all that ever ſhall 
come after him, admitting every one of them to 
be a Doctor of Divinity or a Biſhop, will and 
muſt do while Things continue in the preſent Si- 
tuation) as impracticable in any tolerable Degree. 
Not but that ſome fiery Men may (tho J never 
knew or heard of any one that did in the Leward- 
Iands) have made ſome Offer to a Planter ta 
convert his Slaves; and on his Offer re- 
jetted, might proceed to-threaten and bully the 


Maſter into. Compliance, aſſuring him, that be 
12 "I 


Aiſapprinted bis ou Baptiſm by denying it o bis | 
Laues; that be is a much worſe fort of Heathen than 
any. of them; that.as be can have but little Senſe of 

the Truth of Scripture; ſo it were for bis Imereſt 

that it were not true ; and that beſides his own Per- 
| ſonal Sins, the Blood of theſe poor Creatures will be 

: required at his hands: For his own part, having 

| thus done what is incumbent on him as a Mini- 


ſome Friend in England, who may toſs it round 
in Diſcourſe almoF every where, till it works its 
May through the Preſs into the World, and has 
the luck to paſs there unqueſtion'd for above (it 
nher oo oo 2 nnd 
\  Be- pleaſed now, my. Lord, to look on the 
firſt Means ſuggeſted for the Converſion of our 
Negro- Slaves, Faß, 8. It is a Duty incumbent up- 
on Maſters, to take Care that all Perſons; who are 
under their Government, keep this [the Lord's] 
Day holy, and empley. it to the pious and wiſe Pur- 
poſes,” for «which God. aur great Lord and Maſter 
intended it, Mar can I think ſo bardly of any Miſ- 
ſionary, auh ſhall be deſir d by the Maſter to diret? 
and aſſiſt in the Iuſtruction of bis Negroes (either on 


that, Day, or en any other, when he /oall be more 
+; - B'S. 25 
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8t Leiſure) as to ſuppoſe that he will not embrace 
b Invitation with the utmoſt Readineſs and Chear- 
fulneſs, and give all the" Help that is fairly conſiſtent 
with the neceſſary Duties of his Function, as a Paro- 
chial Miniſter. And again, Mg 18. I perſuade 
myſelf, that many vacant Hours may be ſpar'd from 
the other Paſtoral Duties, to be beſlow*d on this ; 
and I cannot doubt of the Readineſs of every Miſ- 
onary in his own Pariſh, to promote and further 
a Work fo charitable to the Souls' of Men, and ſo 
agreeable to the great End and Deſign of his Miſſion. 
Let it be ſuppoſed then, that a Parochial Miniſter 
goes with, or without, an Invitation to ſome Plan- 
ter in his own, or any other, Pariſh, who poſſeſ- 
fes about an Hundred Heathen-Slaves, and ad- 
dreſſes him thus: Sir, Being ſorely troubled to 
obſerve bor ſmall 4 Progreſi bas been made in a 
«. Chriſtian Country towaras the delivering theſe poor 
< Creatures, the Negro-Slaves, from the Pagan 
* Darkneſs, or | Superſtition, and the making them 
* Parlakers of the Light of the Goſpel, and of the 
* Bleſſings and Benefits belonging to it, I think I 
cannot diſcharge my Conſcience unleſs Ido my 
< | beſt to promote and further a Work ſo xbaritable 
to the Souls of Men, and ſo agreeable to the great Z 
* End and Deſign of my Miſſion, and am there- 
fore come to offer my Service firſt to you for 
the Baptizing and Inſtructing, or the Inſtruct- 
ing and Baptiaing of your Slaves: The Biſhop 
of London has been pleaſed to write a Letter to 
this Purpoſe to the Maſters of the Slaves, and 
* another to the Miſſionaries here, of which IT 
* know you receiv*d a printed Copy about Chriſt- 
+ mas laſt from Captain, as I did another 
from him at the ſame Time, which Letters I _ 
| take to be genuine. You know how both Ma- ._ - £ 
* ſters and Miſſionaries are repreſented in Eng- 1M 
* land; and his Lordſhip's Letters having been 
F p publiſhed. 
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. 4. publiſhed, and ſold in the Shops of London in 
Auguſt 1727, 1 doubt not but the World, or at 
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< leaſt all ſerious Chriſtians in England who have 
read them, are by this time deſirous enough to 

+ khow what Reception they found among rhoſe 
for whoſe Uſe and Direction my Lord intend- 
< ed them. I come nor, Sir, to put you to the 
c leaſt Expence on my Account; all I deſire is, 
that you will ſend your Slaves on ſuch a Day 
as they can be ſpared with leaſt Inconvenience 
< to your Affairs, either to the Church, or to 
« my Houſe, or to ſome other fit Place, that 
< by the the Help of GOD I may make a be- 
© ginning with them.“ Suppoſe the Planter an- 
ſwers;z Sir, I cannot ſo well do that, becauſe 
c it will require ſome time to gather them to- 


gether, ſome of them will not fail to lojter by 


the Way in going and returning, others may 
play the Truant for — thay or longer, 
+. the Place you want them to be ſent to is at 
too great a Diſtance, and will create a needleſs 
Expence of Time; and when they are got 
there you will find it harder than perhaps you 
think to keep them in any tolerable decorum, 
s unleſs I attend on them myſelf, which 


; I cannot propoſe to do often becauſe of other 
©, Buſineſs but if you will appoint a Day, and 


< ride-to my Houle, I will command the Ne- 
groes to be in a Readineſs, and ſtand over 
* them all the while you are inſtructing them. 
Monday- Morning is agreed on, when the Mini- 
ſter goes at ſeven a Clock to the Plantation, 
where the Maſter at the Head of his Slaves re- 
ceives him thus: Sir, According to Promiſe 1 
< have got gogether ſuch of the Negroes as may 
he fit for your Putpoſe, ſome from looking 
£ after the Live- Stock which 9 18 d in the 
ſeveral Penns till you ſhall have done, pc 
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< from watching the Canes, &c, The Black- 
© Overſeer with part of his Gang from the Field, 
the Tradeſmen from their Work, and. other 
© I have kept at home who were going to cut 
Wood, waſh the Family-Linnen, Cc.“ Then 
he proceeds to acquaint him. with the ſeveral 
Ranks or Claſfes of his Slaves, which I will not 
warrant to be always the fame in other Planta- 
tions (for there is ſome Variety here, according 
as a Plantation has been well or ill look'd after, 
or ſettled for a long or ſhort time) of a like 
Namber of Slaves, tho* I know it to be often 
fo. Sir, I am Owner of about a Hundred 
© Negroes, Ten or Twelve of which are Infants 
© under Four or Five Years, whom you may 
* baptize when you pleaſe, provided you will 
0 your Word that due Care ſhall be tak 
< -afterwards for their Inſtruction in the Chriſtian 
Faith, otherwiſe I ſhall not conſent to it ; 
© Fen or Twelve of them are abfent thro? Sick- 
c neſs, Lameneſs, c. About a Dozen more 
* who never could be brought to learn our Lan- 


« guage well enough to receive Inſtruction, are 


* 


mn my Opinion grown Too old now to be in- 


ſtructed; however I have brought them here 


among the reſt: Thirty, or thereabouts, ha ve 


not been long enough from Africa to know ſo 
much of our Language as is necaſſary for your 


© Defign, but they learn it every: Day, and by 
Degrees moſt of them will be capable of In- 


i ſtruction: Five or more are run 3 and 
abit of 


Four or Five more have got ſuch a 
running away, and are ſo harden'd.in Villainy, 
* that I am forc'd to keep them in Chains: 
* The Remainder, the greater Part whereof are 
* towardly Slaves, and apt to learn other Buſi- 


* neſs, and conſequently the Neceſſaries of Chri- 
* ſtianity, are here preſent to hear what you have 
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to ſay to them? The Miniſter, after viewing 
them well, and not without ſome inward Horror 
at the Undertaking he is now entring on, and the 
vaſt unknown Deep he is launching out into, be- 
gins with aſking and writing down their Names, 
fa to make ſome Diſcoveries of their Inclinations 
d Capacities, deſires the Maſter to give him a 
Character of each, and enquires of themſelves 
the Particulars of their Country, Parents, Edu- 
cation, and the like, all which he ſets down in 
| babies... and after ſome other nece Preludes, 
prays em to obſerve, © That their Maſter be: 
ing 2 good Man, and tenderly affected to his 
< DN has invited [or allow'd] him to come 
to inſtruct them in the Religion of the Chri- 
c ſtians, that they may be made Chriſtians too, 
0 and thereby gain all thoſe good and bleſſed 
« things . which their Maſter, and the White 
« Chriſtians who live as their Religion directs, 
© will or can gain; one of which is, that all Chri- 
© ſtians, Black or White, whatever their Condi- 
c tion may be in this World, ſhall be made hap- 
© pier than he can expreſs after their Death; 
and then proceeds to try whether they have any 
Notions of Natural Religion, and what theyre, 
and 17 briefly bien ſomething to them con- 
cernin e World's Creation, and their own, 
and che Great Author of both, he thinks it ne- 
ceſſary both to win their Attention to the Work 
he is about, 'and. for other Reaſons, to direct 
them all to kneel down, and j join as well as they 
can with him in ſome ſhort, plain, and proper, 
Prayers to the Great Creator of the World, who 
is the GOD of Chriſtians, aſſuring them at the 
ſame time, that whenever true Chriſtians pray 
to that GOD in the Name of JESUS 
<CHRIST [and here be bows himſelf, and bids 


ben bow their "a with Reverence whenever they 
Yi | mention 


| | iT » 6 51] \ | 
mention or Bear the. Name. of 1 SUS mantianed . 
wo 


« who. came from Heaven arth, and ſuffer'd 
* Death upon the Earth, in order to make Black 
c Wen. CiEiſtians as well as the White; GOD. 
Go ff hears their Prayers, and grants the 
things they pray to him for. This he 
1 more ally afterwards, and at every Atten- 
dance makes an Exhortation to them be des, not 
like the modern Sermons, but as near to "thoſe. 
which are recorded in the As 7 the el as 
he can, and accommodates himſelf i | 
to their Gen and Ca ne and allows for, 
ic 
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and the reſt LEM: from Gasen. Tou that 
« are born here know, that your Parents were 
« ſold from Guinea for Slaves, and they knew, 
and doubtleſs you have. heard them ſay, that 
© their Children,, as it is with the Children of all 
© other Slaves here, were to be Slaves after them ;; > 
< your Maſter has nouriſh'd and maintain'd you 
from your Birth; and you have noting to py 
* why you ſhould not be his Slaves as 

« you live. Of you that have been Maa, We 
b 
0 
6 
o 
* 


Africa, ſome were taken Captives by your E- 
nemies either in Battle, or by ſome Stratagem . 
tis no matter which; when they took you, 
they might! have kill d you; but they choſe ra- 
ther to ſell you for Slaves, which no doubt you 
were very glad of; and if you had got the bet - 
ter, you would have done by them as they did 
by you; you cannot therefore complain of 
your being made Slaves. + Some of you, have 
deen ſold from thence for your Crimes, as you 


ſee White People are often ſent over here from 
: 3 England 


x T. 


OE 11 for "their bred the Fr 1 
45 ne you knew” xe, Let at they who 
did ſuch things in your: Country: would be-ſo}d 
© for Slaves, you can blame note for the State 
3 = 75 are no in but your ſelyes. Others of 
= : perhaps were Sla ves in Africa if ſo, you 
x LATE good Exchan in tnuſt on it 
3 5 1 5 N the Chrift fan here cre Tn 
1 old Maſters — And ſome of 
1 haye been ſtollen from your Oοο [aſe by 
8 your wicked Neighbours, for T perſuade myſelf 
* the White Chriſtians fteal 1 of you now, 
but buy you all (as one may ſa and as your 
N on Countries allow) fairly, line i in open Mar- 
«ket. But whatever the Calle was of your 
ing brought here, whether jaft or no, — 
< ever had a hand in it, you 158 alt ſenfible that 
« your preſent Maſter purchaſed yan for a valua- 
ble Conſideration, and came Be Lats by you, 
and that he has a juſt Right to abour of 
your whole Lives, and © the beſt Service you 
can do him, and that therefore he is very good 
e * in granting you Time and Opportunity to be 
taught how to become Chriſtians, for which 
472 ought to be thankful, and ſetve him the 
« better ;. and truly, yon cannot be 
Chriſtians unleſs you do fo; for one of the 
Laws of our Religion is, that all Saves and 
and Servants muſt be faithful and diligent in 
< their Maſters Work. Moſt or all of you are 
«ſaid to be guilty of great Faults, ſo very great 
that I am unwilling to believe all that is ſald of 
you, and would fam hope you may have been 
< miſrepreſented 3 however, as 1 deſign to fee 
you again next Fhurſday, | in, tell you fome 
< of them; till then, farewel. The Maſter not 
a little pleas'd at what has paſs'd, thanks the 
Miniſter * and affures 1 that he will 
2 | continue 
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A 
continue theſe. bleſſed Qppartunities to his Ne- 
g7968, on condition the Miniſter (ſince chere is 
no other herg rd do it) will gndettake to comeſto. 
his Houſe at leaſt twice a Week for that Purpoſe; 
and not only ſo, bat alſo write to Thoſe in Exg- 
lend to whoſe Conduct ſuch weighty Matters are 
committed, requeſting them to do what may be 
needful in Cafe of his Deceaſe or Abſence, For 
(continues the Maſter) you ſee, Sir, J have ten 

<.or twelve Infants coming on, I ſhall have more 

born in my Family every Yeſr ; ſome of the 

*, Negroes that are lame or ſick will be well 

yhen you return, as others that are well now 

may be lame or fick then; five or: fix of the 

thirty I told you of wilt be ripe for Inſtruction 

in a Vear or two, and ſo on; ànd I purpoſe 

to buy ſome more to ſupply the Decreaſe; as 

dg often as I am able. And as I know you will 
teach my Negroes nothing that is contrary to | 
«the Goſpel-Inftitution, ſo I hope you do not Y 
mean to trifle: with me, or deal unfairly by 

* chem, but that you will teach them the whole 

Will of G Q concerning Man's Salvation as 

held forth in the Scriptures, and taught in the 

* Church of England, and riot (merely to have 

it to ſay that you have done ſometbing, or ta 

« ſtill the Clamours of your w]n awaken'd Con- 

ſcience) let them into a Glimpſe of it's Glo · 

ries, and then leave the poor Creatures to re- 

turn to their preſent unhappy State of Hea- 

theniſm; for if, thro* your Default, they 

© ſhould forget, or fall away from, the Foun- 

dation once laid in them of Repentance from 

dead Works, and Faith towards GO D, as it 

* would be no ſuch eaſy Matter to renew them 

again, ſo there are thoſe in the World, 'who - 

* (paſſing over the genuine Cauſe of their Dege- 

* neracy) would quickly charge it upon the 

Wo: . « Guiltleſs, _ 


ow 
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« Guiltleſs, and roundly 2 out what ſome 
< evil-minded: Men (whoſe Damnation is juſt) 
have ſuggeſted to the preſent Biſhop of London, 
45 an Affirmation of ours, viz. That the making 
nde Slaves Chriſtians, only makes them leſs diligent, 
and more utigovernable. - Some Conſideration 
© likewiſe 'ought to be had of all my Neighbours 
| 545 well as me, and all their N s that 
© are” capable of Inſtruction have as air a Title 
b it as mine; and unleſs they are 19 7 o 
cted in the Truths of the Goſpel too, t. 
1 „ Nunder of the Chriſtian in compariſon If 
< the Heathen-Slaves will be ſo fmall, that 
" they cannot” but be in viſible Danger of be- 
ing ſeduced by the Others, and of relapſing 
into their former State. Neither muſt you 
imagine that I will thus tire myſelf twice 
a Week, and ſuffer, whenever the Humour 
takes you, ſuch an Abatement to be made of 
the Temporal Profit that I might reaſonably 
expect to reap, from the Labor of ny Ne- 
gtoes during the time of your inſtructing them, 
(more conſiderable, were it fit to tell you all, 
© 'thiin myſelf, and the Bulk of the Sugar-Planters 
© art able to bear) unleſs you can give me ſome 
© tolerable Aſſurance, that the Method you have 
„begun this Day ſhall be continued till my Ne- 
groes that are capable of it are made Chri- 
tans. - As for any Help to be hoped for here 
* a eres: on the Work, I know of little or 
none; I cannot promiſe you much my Self ; 
we Planters have gefitrally more Buſineſs on 
our Hands otherwiſe, than we can go through 
with; you had almoſt as good require a noted 
61 Shop-keeper i in London, or one that has good 
"Buſineſs in the Practice of Lay, or Phyſick, to 
take upon him the like Taſk; and as in all 


da he would refuſe to do it, altho” the 
6 Slaves 


my LL bo 
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Slaves were his own, and kept at Work on his 


«own Grounds in England too, ſo I doubt not 


© but he would ſoon give the Gentlemen there 
ſatisfactory Reaſons for his Refuſal; eſpeci- 


after the ſame manner ours are brought and 


fold to us, and that the Government had made 
< it as neceflary for him to keep ſuch a Number 
of theſe Negroes as it has done for us, and 
at the ſame time made no more Proviſion for 


the Inſtruction of his than it has done for ours. 


*. Our, Countrymen in me r- are conſtantly” ex- 
claiming againſt us, and calling us Names, and 


© yet not one of them can tell what he would be 


at, or what he would haue us do. Upon the 
< Reſtoration of King Cbarles II. when our Su- 
- & - Colonies began to be well inhabited with 
White Men, an Opinion aroſe at Home that 
the Nation would loſe mote People than it 
could ſpare, unleſs a Way was found to fur- 
< niſh the Plantations with other Hands; which 
in a few Years after appear'd'to be a Miſtake; 
for all the Hands that came- over here then, 
* muſt otherwiſe have either gone to Foreign 
Countries, or been ſtarv'd or worſe in England. 
But that which determin'd the Point, was, that 


* our Nation might come in with the Dutch and 


others, for à Share in the Slave-Trade, which 
has ſince prov'd ſo beneficial to the Publick, 
as well as to the Traders. But did ever the 


Publick, or the Traders take any Care for the 


any of thoſe who blame us for not Inſtru- 
them, blame the Importers for not do- 
< ing it? or Exhort them to ſell the Slaves un- 
der Market - Price here, that we might the 
better bear the Charge of Inſtructing them? 
On, the contrary, has not the Profit of their 


© Inſtruction of the Slaves in Chriſtianity ? Did 
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© Labdurs, and of ours too; redaunded to thoſe 
in England, to whom we are but 4) ſort of 
Slaves ourſelves ?.'; And yet the would throw 
the 3 whole Trauble Coſt o Inſtructing 
from their not being inſtructed, on us alone 
and all for no other Reaſon, chat: I can Find, but 
ocbecadſe we happen to be the unfortunate Poſ 
*::feffars of theſe unhappy Wretches. I wiſh from 
the bottom of my Heart there never was a 
Negro - Slave more to be brought from ¶fnica 
to any part of America. What then? The 
Slave - Merchants indeed would loſe a very 
gamful Trade, and be forced to look out for 
* ſome other, or to reſt content with that of 
Gold- Duſt, Elephants-Teeth, Sc. which our 
on Traders might then eaſily ingroſs; Spain 
d Portugal (notwithſtanding all their Sei- 
4 zures, Indultos, Piezas de India, and other 
+\Rancs at preſent) could not, or not for many 
Ages, and never to much purpoſe, work their 
Gold and Silver Mines; Francs and Holland 
muſt ſoon fore · go the Sugar- Manufacture; 
Exgland could fupport it better (as might be 
proved) than any Nation whatſoever ; the Value 

< of ſome Things would return 10 what it was 

inſthe beginning of aur Henry VII. that Euro-— 
penn Country which could beſt maintain Manu- 

factures, Fiſhing, and Agriculture, would be 
the moſt configerable; and the happy (unin- 
< cumber'd) Nation which was at leiſure to pur- 
< ſue the Path to true Glory, and could put an 
< effectual Stop to the horrid Slavery its Fel. 
low. Creatures, would become Arbiter ot the 
Affairs (not of one Quarter only, but) of the 
greater Part of our habitable, World. Nei- 
ther can you hope for much Aſſiſtance from 


our Schoolmaſters ; few or none of them are on 


the 


- 


* 


bf 7r J arts 
0 the fame Footing with thole in England, 25 the 
„ Bifh London ſeems to think they are, p. 
19, 20. nor do they know enough of England 
© t6 Have fuch a Work recommended to them 
9 his'Lordſhip's Name. Some of my Brother- 
anters' have had but little ee them 
felves, and therefore can afford little Help. if 
; they Ri: both Time and Inclination for it; —— 


© the Bullt of us ate defcrib'd in England as moſt 


©" notoriouſly! vicious and profane, and by con- 

fequence not diſpos'd | to do it, had we both 
Feifure and Abilities for che Work. And 1 
could tell the Gentlemen that repreſent us at 
„this Rate, that there ſeems to be a formed 
:" Deſign | among fome in England to make us 
6: irrecoverably worſe, both in Principles and Be- 
haviour; at leaſt, Teveral Books adapted to 
« that end have of late been ſeatter d over all 
our Colonies, ſuch as, The Rights of the Chri- 

« ftian Church aſſerted, and The Defence of it; The 
« Grounds and ' Reaſons of the Chriſtian Rai 5 


* The Fable £4 the Bees; Lyon's Tafallibili of 


Human Fil ent; many of the Socinian Tracts:; 

o Wears 5 7 es 17 ; the London Journals, ſuch 

as that of April 26 this Year, and other Perfor- 

2 of the fame Tendency: but had it not 
een for Boyer's Polilical- State of Nov. 1728, 


ve ſhould not have yet heard of the Biſhop of. 


London's Paſtoral Letter, which as I conceive 


© is meant for x Preſervative againſt ſome of 


« thoſe and the like Writings. © However, Sir, 
am ware it is my Duty to do what I can to- 
wards having theſe poor Creatures, the Ne- 


ET Slaves, inſtructed in Chriſtianity; and 1 


now well that our Religion, whatever 


A 


: 2 


of Mankind, or of rational Creatures; and 
© therefore 


Effect it may have on them in particular, is 
Yes fitted for the reformation and goot 


. 


6 therefore let the Abätement it may make in 
0 Im Temporal Profits be what it Will, I am 
reſolv'd (as I ſaid) to continue cheſe happy 
Opportunities to mine, provided you will com- 
<- ply with What J have propog'd, and not leave 
* myfelf or them in the Lurch when your Care 
and A ſſiſtance may be moſt wanted. Well; 
the Parochial Miniſter, to pacify Matters for 
the preſent, promiſes 1 do his beſt, and to 
ag it a full and faithful Relation. of. the Caſe 
to. his. Sup erjours in England; and on Tueſday- 
Morning he goes to another Plantation, and 
9 Be 5 like Part there, and on Wedneſday 
he finds means to pick up a little Number of Slaves, 
capable of Inſtruction, out of Two or Three of 
the ſmaller Plantations, or out of ſeveral Fami- 
lies from among the Merchants, Tradeſmen, and 
other Inhabitants of a Town, and makes a like 
Beginning with them; on Thurſday he returns 
to his firſt Number, on | Friday to the Second, 
and on Satur day to the Third. Here is Labour 
enough for one Man of the ſtrongeſt Conſtitu- 
tion of Body living, as any one may partly 
gueſs who will bur conſider what it would be 
for himſelf to go through with the like, and 
under the like nee in England, and in 
the Months of July and Auguſt, and when * 
Summer happens to be more than ordinary hot. 
And yet, alas! admitting every Maſter of Slaves 
in our Sugar. Colbnies to be diſpos d (which is 
by no means to be admitted) as 1 ave repre- 
2 this Maſter, and every Miſſionary ere 
rform as much every Week in the Tear as I 
tas ſuppoſed of this (Which, to paſs over the 
Demands and Offices of Civil and Domeſtick 
Life, is a great deal more than I believe will 
judg*d conſiſtent with the neceſſary Duties of 
h unction, as a Parochial Miniſter) there would 
Ws PR in 
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in a manner he pothing done towards the Whole. 
For tlie Naßber of Parochial Miniſters (and 
there are no others) in Barbadoes, the Leward- 
Hands, and Jamaica, is ſeldom above, and ſome- 
times under, Forty; and the Negro- Slaves in the 
fame, Iſlands are, I think, computed at about 
Two Hundred Thouſand Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren: For my own. part, though I have Reaſons 
not to enter into any Diſpute about it, I take. 
their Number to be greater by many Thouſands 3 
and whatever it is, it daily increaſes; for heſide 
the Births, the Import of Negroes from Guinea 
into the Sugar - Colonies (not including thoſe. that 
are re · exported on account of the Aſſento : Con- 
trat, or otherwiſe) cannot be leſs. than from 
Ten to Fifteen Thouſand a. Year : But taking 
them at Two Hundred Thouſand in all, each, ; 
Miniſter's Proportion, at an Average, is Five 4! 
Thouſand, among which there cannot be fewer | > 
than Ten or Twelve Hundred Heathens that 
are fairly capable (as to Age, and Skill in our 
Language) of Inſtruction, or from Forty. to 
Fifty. Thouſand to be inſtructed in Chriſtianity, 11 
out of the Two Hundred Thouſand in our Su- 8 
gar- Colonies; which Number, granting the Me- __ 
thod now laid down for their Inſtruction to ſuc- | 

ceed to one's Wiſh, inſtead of Forty * 1 
feſtly requires Four or Five Hundred, or rather + 


- 


(as might be proved by giving the Detail) aboye - | 

a Thouſand Parochial Inſtructors. From all | | | | 38 
which I think it appears, (ſuppoſing the Facts | | (1 
here alledged to be true) that this firſt Method | 1 

of Effecting the Converſion of our Negro- Slaves, We 
is not only impracticable in any tolerable De- 5 
gree, but as the Caſe ſtands, and has ſtood in 1 
our Sugar-Colomes, abſolutely. impoſſible in a hu- * 
man . "249 3086 | | | 
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3 . Pp. 9, 10. It mighi be bop'd that all Chriftian Maſters, 
13 | | thoſe eſpecially who are poſſeſs'd of conſiderable Num- 
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[ 5 The next which your Lordſhip ſuggeſſs is at 


bers, ſbould alſo, be at ſome ſmall Ex pence in provi- 
ding for the Inſtrullion of theſe poor Creatures; and 


{ "SY 9 I = , : EY | 7 $8 ®. > 
== in the ſame . Neighbourhood,” ſhould join in the Ex- 
. a 

4 


Pence of 4 common Teacher, for ibe Negroes belong- 


5 e 3 
WA. Alas! my Lord, where ſhall we find that 


* that others whoſe Numbers ate leſs, and bo. Apel. 
| 


| N Teacher? Not to mention the Irkſomnefs of the 
= | Taſk, to Youth eſpecially, there is not a ſober 


«diligent Young Man (and an Old Man is not fit 
for ſuch Labour) in our Sugar-Colonies, Who can 
Write a tolerable fair Hand, and underſtands a 
little Arithmetick, but may earn thrice as much 
Hy his Pen as he could by taking upon him to 
teach our Negro-Slaves; a White Overſeer of 


. the Negroes, a Taylor, Cooper, or the like, 
N 


here than many ſuch Teachers could by theirs; 
and for every Miniſter any Man will ſhew me in 


. the Leward. Iſandi, who is Five Hundred Pounds 


* beforehand in the World, I will ſhew him fix or 
1 | more of our Inhabitants who came out Blue-Coat 


> 
8 


teen” Hundred Pounds a- piece. Every Body here 
who knows any Art, Liberal or Mechanick, is 


7 | getting Money; and no Man, I dare ſay, ever 
came of his own Accord to live in the Weſt-Indies, 


without a View of making his Fortune by it one 


7 


5 Way or other. And this is ſo far from being 
{1h blameable, that it is not only highly reaſonable, 

| Good as well 
as his own, that every one, ſome few excepted, 


> 


but even neceſſary for the Public 


 thould come here with ſuch a View. The Per- 
ſons I would have excepred are the Miſſionaries, 
WT: k a | Es _ 7 who 
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who minds his Buſineſs, will gain more by it 


| Boys, or in meaner Circumſtances, and with leſs 
[54.478 or no more Learning, that are worth above Fif- 
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who in no Caſe that can be named ought to be 


ſuffer d to make the leaſt Proviſion for them- 


ſelves; but to have it done to their Hands, after 


ſome ſuch manner as is mentioned near the Cloſe 
of the Eay, and in Proportion to their Qualifi- 
cations, the Riſque they run, and the Labour 
they heſtow on the Work of their Miſſion; or, 
as ſure- as they are like other Men, and not 
Angels or Apoſtles, they will find out Ways, 
and very lawful ones too, to make up what is 
wanting in that Proportion. Among your Lord- 
ſhip's Queries of November 2, 1723, to be an- 
ſwer'd by the Minifters here; One was, Of what 
Value is your Living in Sterling- Money? From the 
Anſwers to which, as I conjecture by ſome 
things that appear'd in Print about that Time, a 
Judgment was made in England of the Value of 


theſe Livings; Another to this Purpoſe,” [hat 


maintain bimſelf and Family with Decency in the Su- 


Expence muſt a Man of your Function be at, to 
gar-Colonies ?] would, if fairly anſwer'd, have 


ſhew'd the Balance at once, and demonſtrated 


their intrinſick Value. This is a melancholy 
Subject, enough, if duly laid open, to make a 
Chriſtian Heart bleed; but that being foreign to 
the Scope of this Letter, I ſhall only ſay; that as 
he muſt be a profligate Wretch of a Miſſionary 
indeed, who makes Temporal Gain the fole, or 
chief, or any other than a tightly ſubordinated 
Motive of his propagating the Goſpel; ſo no 


- ſooner ſhall a proper Remedy (which ſure the 


Revenues ariſing from theſe Settlements can 
well afford) be found, and applied to the preſent 


Evil, but the Labourers will be full as plenteous 


— 


as the Harveſt, Men of the beſt Merit in Eng- 
land will court the Work as much as now they 
dread it, and far from being troubled to find 

n a: ; 6 - Forty, 


wirchſtanding 


| T 70 4 4 
7 your Lordſhip will with. infinite Eaſe 
umber every way ſufficient. to ſerve all 
che Fuppoſte of the Miſſion throughout our Su- 
gar-Colomies ; 1 and till then it is hardly to be ho- 
ped, that Men of Senſe and Breeding, and who 
may have Families to go for, will lie by 


neceſſitous, pining, and deſpis'd, in Cquntries 


where others of the meaneſt Capacities and En- 


dowments are daily raiſing their Fortunes, and 
where Wealth may he come at honeſtly, and not 
work their Way through to a Share o it. Tas 
therefore a Miſtake in 'thoſe who projected the 
Building of a College in Barbadoes, to think, 
that the Inhabitants of our Sugar-Colomes. would 
Put their Sons to be tutor'd there, in order to 

copagate the Goſpel among either Blacks or 
Wires, Jam at this time acquainted leſs or 
more with near Thirty Gentlemen, Natives of the 


| Leward-1flands, who had their Education at Ox- 


ford, C ambridge, or Trinity-College, Dublin, wane 

of ſome proſeſs the Law, and ſome Ph 

but none of them that I can learn ever ha Ws in 
their Thoughts to ſtudy Divinity, or to enter in- 


to Holy Orders, chat. they might ſupply. the 


Churches of their Native Country. . And not- 
the high Encomiums that are ſo 
deſervedly — of an Univerſal and Diſinte- 


| Fn Benevdlence, and which ſome in England 


to give in ſuch ſort, as if they were, more 


p Love with it than others whoſe Duty it is e- 
qyval With theirs; and notwithſtanding . the Pro- 


pagating of Chriſtianity is daily repreſented (as 


it moſt juſtly deſerves) as the moſt noble and 


Heroic Work a Chriſtian can be 1 in, 
and not the leſs but rather the more ſo when 
Slaves and Savages are made the Subjects of it; 
yet let theſe Declaimers be bid to put their Hands 


fo the Plongh, and ſuch ſtrange 18 of 


Mind 


— 


„ 
Mind ſeize them at once, chat one would. almoſt 
think they really knew. where the Dangers and 
Difficulties. of 1 L lie; but it is in vain; to preſs 
them to the Work; they have a never: falling 
Refuge to fly to, viz. The Moment of Good 
that will — — to the World by their ſtaying 
where they are, is greater than what can accrue 
to it by their coming to the Sugar-Colonies to con- 
vert the Heathen- Slaves. And truly, however I 
may have been tempted to doubt their Sincerity, 


ll. 1 never could blame them for ſtaying e 


are, as knowing very well the Reaſon of it. 
Since then we have no ſuch Teacher here as 
your Lordſhip mentions ;. ſince the Publick* will 
not, or cannot ſend us any; and ſince it ſeems the 
meaner Sort in Fabian. prehend the Nature 
and Difficulties 11 the W _ ſo throughly, (how- 
ever greater Men do not) that none of them 
will come over of See to ſerve as Inſtru· 
ctors of our Negroes: Let it be ſuppos'd: that 
the Maſter of an on Shred and Fifty Heathen- 
Slaves, writes a Letter to his Factor in London, 
Briſtol, or Liver pole, to this Effect: Sir, Ha- 
determin'd to do what I can for the Con- 
* verſion of my Negroes to Chriſtianity, I deſire 
* you to look me out a young Man that may-be 
fit to inſtruct them in it, and to bring him un- 


der Indenture to live with me Seven Years for 


that Purpoſe unmarriad. I ſhall neither employ 
him, nor ſuffer him to employ himſelf in any 
other Work; for conſidering what Scholars I 
' © have for him, and chat he muſt always be rea- 
dy to teach them whenever they can be ſpared 
* from their Labour, and that he is not to do it 
in England but in the Torrid Zone, he will 
* have his Hands full with them alone. As for 
* his Qualifications, he muſt, f/f, be a ſingle 
Man; adh, One chat underſtands well the 

Grounds 
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© Grounds both of Natural and Reveal'd Refi 
gion and, 34h A ſober, virtuous, and well- 
© Telin'd Man. This laſt is o neceſſary, that 
© ſhould'my Negroes diſcover any thing wicked 
< in him, eſpecially in his Retirements, any thing 
<' plainly contrary to any of the Ten Command- 
< ments, which he will be daily inculcating up- 
< on them, they will moſt ſincerely, and fiot in 
Pretence, as ſome White People in ſuch Caſes 
do, take Offence at our Religion, and deſpiſe 
, < both him and it, Cc.“ The Factor having 
with ſome Pains found a young Man thus qua- 
Aified, Sie Guineas muſt be paid down for his Paſ- 
ſage, and Six more to buy him Cloathing, Ec. 
And as he is going to the Weſt-Indies to inſtruct 
Negro. Slaves or Seven Tears, he will with great 
Reaſon expect Wages for his Pains, the 
Riſque he is to run; and were any Man Knave 
enough to take Advantage of his Ignorance, and 
agree with him for leſs than ſuch Riſque and La- 
bour deſerves in common Eſtimation, he would 
loſe his Aim; for as ſoon as the Perſon impos'd 
on came to diſcover the Trick, he would elope 
either to ſome diſtant Engliſs Colony, or to the 
Colony of ſome foreign Nation, and there quick- 
ly find a more gainful Employment, or a Grave; 
or if Care was taken to prevent his ſtealing off, 
he would grow cold and heartleſs in the Work 
he came upon. Fifteen or Twenty Pounds Ster- 
ling per Ann. is in my Opinion too little; but 
+ T4 the Agreement is ſtruck at only Fifteen, 
and that he comes over ſafe; he muſt be main- ' 
tain'd in Victuals and Drink, which is not to be 
* in any of the Sug ar-Coltnics under, at the 


very loweſt, Twelve Peuee Nera per diem; 
the Waſhing of Linnen, and Þ hyGick in time of 
Sickneſs, are chargeable here ; and he will ex. 
pect ſome Apparel, and other Things; ; all 1 
Wit 


with his Wages, 

y Pounds Sterling a Lear. Should he prove 
an ill Man, grow ſickly, or die, the Maſter's 
beſt and ſhorteſt Courſe is to ſend to England for 
another; but if good, faithful, and healthy, I 
ſee not what could hinder him (by the common 
Aſſiſtance which Heaven affords to the diligent 
in any honeſt Undertaking) from anſwering the 
Deſign of his Employment, eſpecially were tlie 
Parochial Miniſter to direct and aſſiſt him in the 
Inſtruction of the Slaves, as doubtleſs he would 
with the utmoſt Readineſs and Chearfulneſs. But, 


alas! the Difficulties of the former Method re- 


turn here with almoſt equal Force; for to ſay no- 
thing of the Expence this would bring on the 
Maſters (becauſe of whatever Method can be de- 
vis'd for the Converſion of the Negroes," their 
Maſters muſt unavoidably be at a great Expence) 
ſuch is the Numberof our Negro Slaves, that Five 
Hundred, I may ſay a Thouſand, of theſe Tea- 
chers would ſcarce be ſufficient to carry it on to 
purpoſe among the Slaves that are capable: of it 
in our Sugar-Colonies, I agree with the Right 
Reverend Author of the Sermon before the So- 
ciety for Propagating 4he Goſpel, Feb. 16, 1744, that 
the Progreſs and Succeſs of ſuch a Work (and, if 1 
miſtake not, of moſt other Works, except where 

Votes are to decide it, or a Void is at any rate to 
fill'd up) depend on the Qualifications rat ber than 
the Numbers of the Workmen, who will certainly 
do more harm than good, whatever their Num- 
ber is, if not qualified as has been juſt now men- 
tioned in the ſuppoſed Letter from a Planter 
here to his Fader in England: And I doubt not 
but his Lordſhip will alſo grant, that if there 


were only Twelve, or Six, or Two Miniſters to 
propagate the Goſpel in the Cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, wwe cguld not but ſee from the Nature of 


their 


,. will coſt the Maſter upwards of 
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their Work, that the” Succeſs of it would his > 
their Qualifications rather than \their Numbers; 
but iris not therefore ſo congruous to hope, that 
Two, or Six, or Twelve, throughly qualified 
Miniſters, or any Number that is ſhort of the 
Needful, could in the preſent State of Things, and 
with ihe ordinary Aids ſtill vouchſafed, make a glorious 
Progreſs in the Work of the | Miniſtry in thoſe 
Cities, or ſuch a Progreſs as ought or might to be 
made among ſo many People; and if no ſuch 

orious Matters could dee for from a ſmall 


— eo of „ rs there, (where yet they would 
5 to encounter, than either the 


&>) jo 5 the Goſpel had, becauſe tho ſome 
may have ander d from the Fold,” yet the Bulk of 
the Inhabitants have been all along within it, or 
than Others muſt now have in partibus Inſidelium 
vel Nigrorum, ' becauſe few of the People of thoſe 
Cities are deſtitute of other good Nurture and 
_ Inſtruction, and none of them are capite diminuti, 
but all Freemen) ſure none will pretend to 
or inſinuate, that Men of the beſt Qualifications 
humanly attainable, though, not many in Number, 
would even in the preſent State of things, and with 
the Ordinary Aids ſtill vouchſaſed, make à glorious 
 Progreſiint Ds Work of the Goſpel, among# Two 
H red Thouſand #nconverted N egro-Slaves in 
our Sugar-Colonies, If we would ſpeak aright, it 
muſt be ſaid, that a ſufficient Number of duly 
qualified Teachers is neceſſary, be the State of 
Things what it will, to propagate the Goſpe! 
duly amongſt Slaves or others any where; or elſe 
| that we cannot propagate the Goſpel duly amongſt 
them, or not without ſome — Aſſiſtance, 
which how congruous ſoever it is to hope for, 
when all concern d are honeſtly do Joe ther beſt, 
and yet cannot carry it on, is 85 to be de- 


d of when Men by ſome irangs Superin-. 
ductions 
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ductions may have. render'd. the Work im. | 
practicable, or When ſufficient Numbers c 
Pn duly, qualified are to be found to 
propagate it ſucceſsfully 2 a Natural "Way, 
and. with the Common Aids. And here to 
put in a Word concerning that huge Diff. 
culty, Bow to. provide effettually that none But 
ſuch as are dul) DOE /hall be let into this 
Miniſtry, not euety one whoſe Levities, or, Ne- 
ceſſities, may, induce . bim to preſent himſelf, but 
ſuch, only as are well. known to have Subdutd 
themſelves, 75 to  bave . acquired thereby. the 
greater Fitneſs. for | Subduing others to the Obe- 
dience 0 4 Chriſt ; ſuch jg a can give ſatifa- 
3.5 Jurances, that they will not run: after 
Pleaſures or Profits of the World, but. wilt 
A; on their. Miniſtry, and afſi duo labour 
gs Ahh this 3 179 perhaps be done to 
purpo 2h if St Auſtin's Advice to his 
rag when ſhe aſk'd him how ſhe might he 
preſery'd from a certain Temptation "which 
was. like to prove too hard for her, was ri- 
gidly ſtuck to, Si nalis, if ſhe. continu'd reſolute .. 
not to yield to it ——"if none whoſe Levitaes, or 
mere Neceſſities, induced them to preſent. them- 
ſelves, were ordain'd_ to, ſerve in the Miniſtry | 
at all, whether. in 2 Colonies abroad, or 
any where elſe. t ſince no *Moftal can 
dive. into, or diſpoſe and govern the Heart 
of another, ſince unfaithful Men may, not- 
withſtanding the beſt Care, creep in unawares, 
and ſince e who. ſeems to breath nothing hut 
Love to GOD and the Salvation of — 4 
at firſt, may, upon having his Looſe, 
remiſs enough in Time, and (it may be) * 
an opet e or treacherous Underminer 
of the) Wk Who ſees not, that the certain 5 
| IMs: >. ; means, 
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8 ans, motally Abibg⸗ duly | 
For: the Whole, N Py providing 

ments, which give "not a ſpeculative but a 
#olid Afﬀarance; this Nature whereof is ſuch 
that it executes itſelf? What the proper Re. 
- compences are, has been ſald already neat 
the © Clofe of the Shorr Ea). And theſt 
Means are fo. natural,” eaſy, and obvious to 
be ſeen, and ſo frequently practiſed by fo- 
reign” Societies d Propaganda fide, that it is 


Moniſhing how Men concern'd for the Pro- 


ation of the Goſpel any where could a- 
vod taking notice of them; and yet the very 
Reverſe (as is well known to your Lordſhip) 
has” been, and is now the Method purſued 
i England to provide, not only that" none but 
ſuch © as are duly prepar*d ſhall hr, Jet*into "the 
Mort, but that they will wait At their Mini- 
firy here, and ſitu labour © therein, after 
. they are let into it. will venture to main- 
Tain, from a long Experience of the State of 
Things in theſe Parts, and the little Know- 
Jledge I have of Mens general Way of act- 
ing, that, how reluctant ſoever ſome may be 
to. give into the Proviſian of Rewards and 
1 unthments (ſome ſuch as is obſerved in the 
Eſay] give into it they muſt at length, or 
the Goſpel will hardly ever er agated 
to purpoſe amongſt either Blacks or Whites, 
Slaves or Freeman, in any one of our Sugar- 
725, But the Conſideration of this Mat- 


ter being too Tong for this Place, I may pofſi- 


'bly publiſh my Thoughts of it - more fully 
Tome other Time. As I was muſing many 
Fears ago on the Difficulty — due 
Number of ſuch Nea as 1 Lordihip 
Peaks of, the Charity-Schoels came into my 
Mind, 
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Mind, in which the n being nr 
ed in the Grounds. of Chriſtian Religion a 
profeſſed in the Church of England, I was o 
Opinion chat if they, were td be inftructes 
in ' thoſe Schools with an Eye to this Deſign 
alone, they might ſoon. be, made throughly 
capable of inſtructing the Slaves in. Chriſti. 
anity too: And as theſe Children are com- 
monly taken (if I am not miſinformed) from the 
moſt abject, helpleſs, and forlorn Conditions 
of Life, and 4 this; bleſſed Charity. (may 
G Q D. ever bleſs the Authors and Promoters 
of it) preſery'd as much as human Care can 
from betaking themſelves to evil Courſes, — 
conſequently from coming to ſhameful and 
untimely Ends, the Publick, or at leaſt their 
Benefactors, ſeem to have a Right to ſome 
Return of Labour and Service from them, 
which I humbly conceive cannot be made mote 
to the Glory of GOD, and the Credit and 
Intereſt of the Nation, than in the Work 
that is laid out for them in the EA, 
And now, my Lord, if the Order of the 
World requires that every Man ſhould, be 
deem'd good and honeſt till; the contrary ap- 
pears; if no Man's. Credit is to be 1e Cal 
wrongfully ; and if the Negative in the 
under Conſide ration has been proved, Vix. 
that the Maſters of the Slaves in out, N 
Colonies are not, and (as Things have all 
ſtood) eauld not be guilty. of the Facts 1 100 
to their Charge; have not theſe. Maſters con 
fider'd in a Body, or, fince. the Charge a- 
gainſt them is general or undetermin'd, has 
not any One of them juſt | Cauſe to aſk "Meſ- 
fieurs of the Society — the Propagation. of the 
8 85 in ""_ Parts, what Grounds 12 
M 2 ag. 
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$43 
had bor ſaying (in the Account of cheir Pro- 
creding from the oa of © February 1713, t0' the 
18th" of Febuary 714 pag. 61:)/ That — 
main Obſtacle- 5 itha piritual Good of Neg 
Slaves [Whether in America vr the © eſt 
Indies] ts found to be an Opinion of many "ſelf- 
intereſted Perſons induſtriouſiy promoted, that ſuch 


_ "Servants or Slaves, upon Baptiſm are immedi- 


ately manumitted, *which Notion being argued by 
them as * highly detrimental to Trade, 1s 250 E 
n produced in Bar to the Baptiſm of ſuch 
As well as to account for ſome other 


hard and injurious Reflections in ſome other of 


the VTearly Accounts of their Proceedings? Mr 
Wall, {> hear, is dead, and cannot be calPd 
upon; and if the Writer” of the Propoſal for 
the better ſupplying of Churches,” &c. be (as has 
been repreſented to me, perhaps falſly) a 
Whimſical Man, and one that talks at Ran- 
dom, he is not worth calling upon; but ſome 
here are of Opinion, that conſidering your 
Lordſhip's eminent Station and Character; 


and as eminent Candor and Impartiality, there 


can be no Fault in aſking, ' what Evidence 
your: Lordſhip proceeded on when You de- 
clare, pag. 4. I find that all Attempts 10. 
wards it the Work of the Converſion of the 
ftriouſly 


Negroes] have been by too many indu 
diſcouraged and hinder d? What thoſe Attempts 
were which have been ſo diſcourag'd and bin- 
derdꝰ Who thoſe 100 many were who did 


induſtriouſly Aſcourage and hinder them? and 
whether ihey! were the Maſters of Slaves in 
our Sugar- Colonies, who pleaded, pag. 10. that 


the making their * Slaves Chriſtians, only makes 


_ yy wiligent, wok more e n 


; } 
* 
* 


For 
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For my own part, altho' I poſſeſs a few 
of theſe Negro · Slaves, yet being conſident 
that the Whole has happen'd through ſome 
Miſtake or other, I make no — emand; 
but having ſomething higher and nobler in 
View in Writing on, this Subject, than to Ne- 
fend or Vindicate the Maſters of Slaves in 
our Sugar-Colonies; I muſt try to have the 
Thing itſelf ſearch'd to the very bottom; 
that We may know what we have been de- 
ing, whereabouts we are, and what is/ next 
to be done: in order to which I ſhall not 
ſcruple to affirm, that hitherto there has been 
4 ſtrange Neglect in England, in all Attempts 
towards coming to the right Knowledge of 
the State of — | Negro- Slaves in our Sugar- 
Colonies ; and the Enguires have ſtill proceed - 
ed as if either they cared not to know, or 
knew well enough already, what are the Hin- 
derances of their Convetſion, and the certain 
Ways of removing them; nay, the Men from 
whom a Rational Account of the. Caſe could 
be - chiefly hoped for, have been ſfighied by 
many, and treated with Scurrility by of 
them, and thereby render'd vile (as far as 
ſuch Treatment could render them) in the 
Eyes of too many here, whoſe Affection and 
Eſteem it will ever be their Duty to deſire 
and cultivate, If a Gentleman in England 
had a valuable and well ſettled Plantation left 
to him in the Weſt- Indies, which it is to be 
ſuppoſed he knows not how to manage to the 
beſt Advantage, he would conſult with ſuch 
as had lived long in the Country where the 
Plantation lies; he would apply to ſuch Per- 
ſons on the Spot as had been intimate with 


his F riend, and live near the Plantation; and 
either 


TH 


either deſſre the to act as his Agtogales, * 
or adviſe him to fit Perſons in the Nighbour- 
hood to whom he might commit — Ma. 
t of his Affair ; he yould. aſk theſe 
his Attornies all the pertinent Queſtions he 
could think of concerning the Condition of 
his Eftate, and deſire them to acquaint him 
with whatever might tend to the Perſerva- 
tion and Improvement of it; he would credit 
their Advices, and ſend over from England 
fuch Cloa and Proviſions for-his Slayes, 
fuch Materials for repairing the old, or ma- 
king new Buildings, and ſuch Utenſils,” Sc. 
for carrying on the Sugar- Manufacture, as they 
ſhonld ſay were beſt or fitteſt; he would 
i leave it to them to hire White Servant or 
0 5 5 agree with Tradeſmen to work on his Planta» 
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* tion, or to buy ſuch Supplies of New Ne- 
4 groes as they ſaw Cauſe, and to pay for the 
=o fame, and all other Plantation-Charges, either 
bY » out of the Crop, or by drawing Bills on him- 
= . Tel in England, which he would be ſure to 
© honour; he would not eaſily believe ill Re- 
1 | ports of his Attornies, nor accuſe or condemn 
„ id | them in the Face of the World, till their 


Negligence / or Unfaithfulneſs became appa- 
rent; and then his real Concern for the thri- 
ving of the Plantation would quickly put him 
upon proper Ways of finding — who 
might do better; and if theſe two were to 
: deceive: him, tis probable he would (if Af- 
: #airs\of greater Moment did not hinder) come 


over himſelf; at leaſt, he would ſend out 
ſome Friend or near Relation, whom he 

knew me could confide in, to join in the 

—— and if He too were to begin 
in time to ſet up for himſelf, and to make 


an 


Sv v i . 
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the like. All this, and a 


3 „„ 
an Eſtate out of his Employers, he would ſend 
Another, and Another, and make it their In- 


tereſt to be careful and honeſt: Long and 
dear. bought Experienee would ever be — 


ing him where the Faults lay, and how o 


5 or correct them for the future, till at 
ength he became ſo much Maſter of the 
Caſe, as to need little or no Direction from 
any Body what to do, whom to employ, or 
great deal more 
(I dare ſay) would any Gentleman in Enge 
land do upon this Suppoſition, although when 
the Plantation firſt fell to him he had never 
heard of ſuch Creatures as the Nægro-Vaves, or 
ſuch Countries as Jamaica, Barbados, or the 
Leward- fands. But to propagate the Goes 


amongſt our Slaves here, the firſt Step, 


the right taking of which the reſt viſibly os 
pend, is as if a Citizen of Londin, who, for 
certain Reaſons, defign'd to do ſome conſide- 
rable Good for the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Newcaſtle upon Tiue, ſuch as erecting and 
endowing of Schools, Hoſpitals, Libraries, or 
making and repairing Publick Byildings, c. 
ſhould, in order to do it to the beſt Advan- 
rage, adviſe with the King's Attorney or Solli- 
citor- General, ſome Heads of Colleges in Or- 
ford, ſome Fellows of the Royal Society, or 

ſome of His Majefty*s' Chaplains in Ordinary, 
any one of whom might indeed have more 
Learning, and more Skill in what is geq uiſite 
for the right ordering of ſuch Benefactions in 
the general, than all the Inhabitants of New- 
ra/ite put togeth 5 
feſsꝰd "the Tahabicants of that Town know _ 
their own Wants, and what would da them 
good, dexter than the wiſeſt * can 0 | 

an 


— 


er; but yet it muſt be con- 
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aqd if the led Citizen ſhould, by taking 
this Method, fall into | Miſtakes,” and, find 
himſelf unable to purſue - bis Reſolutions, 
and thence be fofced to call for I. know, not 
what Aſſiſtance from his E ellow-Citizens. or 
Countrymen, and to tell the Townſmen of 


Neweaſile, that they muſt make an - Abatement 


in the Profits of 9 Labour — knows not 


at preſent how great) and be at ſome Expence 
beſides, (neither can he ſay how much) in 


order to realize his Charity to them; what⸗- 


ever Cauſe they would have to thank him for 
| this good Intention, they could not like the 
Wee of conducting it. 

Althaugh I have not ſeen, the ſecond Edi- 
* of your Lordſhip's Letters, with an Ad- 
dreſs prefix*d ao. ſerious Cbriſtians, &c. I guels 
ſome Attempts are going to be made towards 
the Converſion of the Negro-Slaves in our Su- 
gar-Calonies,* and I heartily wiſh and pray they 
may prove ſucceſsful, and not drain the, Purſes 
of - ſerious Chriſtians. in vain. But. ſince on 
the one Hand, it is abſurd. for a Man who 
relate Matters of Fact, and does not ſet his 
Name to the Relation, ot expect to be credited 
before a Trial is or may be made, whether 
he ſpeaks Truth or not; and ſince on the 
other, your Lordſhip and the Society for pro- 
pagating a in Foreign Parts do not 
ſeem, if a Judgment may be form'd from 
theſe Letters, and ſome of the Abſtracts of 
their Proceedings, to know ſo much of the 
Nature and Circumſtances of the Caſe- as is 
neceſſary to Action; I hape it will be no 
Preſumption in one who pretends to be a 
Maſter of Slaves, and to livę upon the Spot, 
o — that a dun and, * Reruledef 


4 


0 
1 
> 
c 
r 


Sas 1 


* 


Lordſhip, or that Society will pleaſe to de- 
mand of the Clergy of our Sugar - Colonies an 
Anſwer to theſe or the like Queries: 
1. What are the Hinderances of the Can- 
rack on of the Slaves in the. Sugar-Colonies ? . 
Which Way (in their Judgment) my 


* Hinderances be removed or ſurm 


and the Work beſt carried on? 

But becauſe few Clergyinen, are Gn 8 of 
many Slaves, and ſome have not lived. me 
enough in the Colonies to give a juſt An- 
ſwer to them; and the better part are ſo 
ſpoken of in England, as not to deſerve to be 
belies iy * 2 31 HF ry 

ropoſe, that ſome able and well-inclin* 
Fa. mrs. of the Lairy (of which- the © 


— 


ſurer of the Society, or any other noted zugar- 


Factor in London, can readily adviſe to a. great 
Number) in each of our Sugar-Calonies, might 


be deſired at the ſame Tin aro anſwer. the 


ſame Queries, and to return t 


ſwers (as the Clergy likewiſe er to do) : 


in Writing, and ſigned wich es, 
order to be printed. _ publiſh'd.. o the 


World, for = promoting ot ſo = 
good a Work. And after this, 2; gut 7 
os decipiatur. In the mean while 1 would 
ſuggeſt” Two or Three Things t. * * Eord- 
ſhip and the Publick. 
The Firſt is, That 8 every "Maſter 


of a Family is, oblig'd to, take Care that all 


under his Government do ſerve, and worſhip 
G OD, and therefore ought to teach, or. ſee 


them duly taught, how to do it; yet ſome 
Difference muſt be made between the Duties 
* in this 9 on the Maſters of 
N 


Regulated 


„ ä 
of * Whole may be ſoon attain'd ; if ygur 


[ 


- Reaſon pro e 
and no other,” is the very thing that will ſerve 
forall 2 of the; _ in our Su- 


8 


| N_ In our W z- and i in every one 


RS Stay ſuch at tech f be | 


_— Foſhua, Sec. were of old, and all the 
Families of * the Chriſtian Nations of Europe 


ars at preſent, and thoſe incumbent on the 


Maſters of Families that are not ſo regulated. 


& Sh 5 
> 


| Trience to tell him where the Di — lies: 
A Man needs only ſhift the Scene in his _ 


ning 


this J have ſaid enough in the Bet 
e Con- 


the Eſay, and ſhall leave eve 


Thoughts from hence to Europe, and ſu 
theſe Negro- Slaves to live (e. g.) in Eng . 
or in any one County of it, in — as 


much ſuperior to the Whites as theirs are ſupe- 
rior here to us, and that the Slaves there are as 


unnurtur'd as ours, and convey'd to them in 
the ſame Canal that ours are convey'd to us; 
and, laſtly, that the Government in England 
hat. made them as neceſſary to the White In- 


habitants there, as the fame Government has 


made them to be to us here, and yet made no 


more Proviſion for their Inſtruction in Religion 


than is made; for ours; and then whatever his 
ges as fit to be done, the ſame, 


The nt x is, That in endete this Affair 


in England, no Difference ſeems to have been 
made between the Engiifh Colonies on the North 
Fi . Continent of America, and thoſe on the Iſlands 


—— — & = Tidies, In ſome of the former the 
habitants are ſo numerous, that the 


; "= can hardly be ſeen amongſt them; and 


in Others, where the Number of Negroes is 


hy "-gfeatet,” the White Inhabitants exceed them 


.mprethan-the Negro:Slaves exceed the White In- 


of 
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2 the * Plantations, the mildeſt Witter; is 


colder than the ſharpeſt in England, which ſerves 


5 for 1255 95 
— live abroad in the Winter- Seaſon for w ant 


to keep their Slaves in ſure Su 
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of Food and Cloaths; and were they to flee to 


the Mountains at any tine of che Lear, the 
wild Beaſts or Indian would. ſoon devour them; 


ene, there being a conſtant Summer with 


us, ſuch of our Slaves as are diſ poſed to 
_ away, may keep. gp aut 12 the Moun- 
tains. of the Zeward- [larids an Jan aica, where 


in ſome parts they can 7% Proviſions, - 25 f 


— down with eaſe. from any of th 
the Night-Time to dig Proviſions out the 
neareſt Grounds, or to ſteal Sheep and other Stock) 


almoſt as long as they pleaſe, or till we can re- 


duce them by Force, or catch them by Strata- 


gem, which is often dangerous, and always diffi- 


cults. Their Numbers are really formidable to 


us: when there happens to be War between 


England. and France, à Stranger can ſcarce be- 


lieve how inſolent and untractable many of 


them grow : as ſoon as an Alarm is fired (as 
there always is in the Sugar-Iſlands whenever a 
certain Number of Shipping, whether of the 
Enemies or not, appears in Sight) all the White 
Men from Sixteen to Sixty Years | of Age are 
oblig'd to repair to their reſpective Poſts under 
Arms, where they keep for Two or Three Days, 
and ſometimes (as Ihave often known it in the Le- 
ward · Iſandi) lie heleaguer'd for a Week or Two 
together; and then let any Man who knows 
what it is to be a Huſband or a Father think 
with himſelf what Heart · akings muſt poſſeſs the 
White Inhabitants, who know not how ſoon A 
"2 foreign Enemy may lanch dn them on the one 

Side, whilſt on the Other, the Women and 
Children are either left at home defenceleſs, or 
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© be on ic March to ſome. inland Fortification . | 
which may ſecure them from the Enemy with- 
=> Out, and at thefſame time are ſurrounded by a 
much more dreaded Enemy, the Slaves. "Tis 
true ſome of theſe Slaves will ſtand ſtoutly by 
their Maſters as long as their Maſters are like to 
conquer, or able t defend themſelves; but 
whenever their Aſſiſtance is moſt wanted, they 
deſert forthwith to the Enemy, as 1 have par- 
ticularly ſhew'd in the Account of the Sale of the 
French Lands in St.Ghftſtopher's, and prov'd the „ 
ſame from what happen'd in che Invaſions of that 
5 Iſand, Nevis, and Montſeratt, in our laſt War 
with France. And I wiſh ſome of our Sugar-Colo- 
nies may not” one Day repent their teaching the 
3 the Uſe of Fire-Arms ſo much as they 
of! The Romans always lodk'd on it as ſcanda- 
19 and ominous to the Common- Wealth When 
Slaves were employ'd in its Aſſiſtance; and Hi- 
ſtory gives us many ſad Inſtantes of Miſchief 
done by them to their Maſters, of which I ſhall Wi 
mention Two or Three. One is of the Slaves | 
belonging to the Sarmate (Euſeb. de vita Con- 
. Rant. lib. 4. cap. 6.) who being armed by their 
Maſters to aſſiſt againſt the Scythians who had 
invaded*hem, no ſooner were the Scytbians de- 
feated, but they turn'd their Arms upon their 
Maſters, apd drove them all from their Native 
Country. Another is of the Yofimian Slaves (as 
have heard it related from a Poſthumous Work 
of Dempſter*s de Etruria Regali) who havin 
ſeized their Maſters by Force, uſed them with 
Inſolence and Barbarity, and would ſuffer none 
df their Daughters to marry till themſelves had 
' firſt defiled them; for which they were ſevere- 
ly puniſh'd by the Romans) The Jaſt and moſt 
terrible is of the Slaves of Tyre (Juſtin's Epitome, 
(6. 18. cap. 3.) WhO pat "by: their Vi 
Multi- 
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Multitudes, and the Thinneſs of the Free Inha- _ \ 
bitants, occafion*d; by long and bloody Wars 
with their Neighbours, conſpir'd againſt them 
and ſlew them all, Omnem liberum populum cum 
dominis* interfecerunt ; which Fact of theirs (as 
that Hiſtorian obſerves) celebre metuendumque ex- 3 
emplum toto terrarum orbe fuit, and was therefore 
(as it may well be believ'd, tho? others aſcribe 
it to other Motives) reveng'd upon their Poſte- 
rity to a Man, by Alexander the Great, gui velut 
„ vitor publica Securitatis expugnata eorum ure, om- „ 
nes "qui prælio ſuperfuerant, "ob memoriam veteris | 
cædis crucibus affixit. And there is no Reaſon to =_—_ 4 
think that the Negro-Slaves of our _ Sugar-Cols- „ 
nies are better affected to their Owners, than the 
Slaves of Tyre or Sarmatia were to theirs. Few 
of them have the Skill, and fewer the Inclina- 
tion to diſtinguſn between their Maſters here 
who came honeſtly by them, and the firſt Au- 
thors of their Slavery who may have done them 
n the greateſt Injury. How they came to be firſt 
inſlav'd, is, I believe, beyond our power to find 
out; but the Account ſome of themſelves give 
to me of it, which I am far from crediting on 
their Word, is this; That either they were 
taken Captives in the Wars, or ſurpriz'd when 
* aſleep in their Houſes at Night by armed 
Men of their on Colour, and perhaps of their 
* own Country, and by them carried from Place 
* to Place, and ſold from one to another, till 
brought down to the Coaſt, and from thence 
' © tranſported hither.“ Some are of Opinion, that 
the Negroes conſider Mankind as divided into 
Two great Bodies, the Blacks, and the Whites, 
and that they look on the Whites (under which _ 
Species they comprehend the Indians) of all Na- 
tions as confederated together to make Slaves 
of them, and therefore cannot but believe it all 
. 8 | Fong 


— 


rem l Ak. 4 
N - * * r 9 


#{ | + whenever whb Mindy offers, which 
ol us they deſtroy firſt, whether thoſe who may 
have ftir d them up to War on one another, in 
weder: to purchaſe che Captives from the Con- 
uerdr, or thoſe that actually bring them from 
own Countries, or their 3 — Da. 
fellhrs i in America. One indeed would be apt to 
: ttlink that none of them but ſuch as are ſome 
1 oh or other raviſh'd from their Native Land, 
175 or_injucouly treated by us, could ſeek our 
11 } ED Deſt tion; but Facls (as one ſays) are Aubborn, 
1 Wings, and there is no reaſoning them away; in 
ball cheir Plots and Conſpiracies in the Sugar - Cobb. 
-mies, the Creole. Negroes, i. e. the Slaves born a- 
»mong us, and ſome of thoſe from Africa that 
"were moſt favour'd; and whoſe Maſters thought 
they could have intruſted them with their very 
Lives, have ever been found deepeſt in the De- 
ſign, and the prime Directors and Actors of 
all the Miſchief. Our Safety, as I take it, lies 
not a little in this, that as our Slaves are broughr Il + 
from different Countries, ſo they perfectly hate 
one another, and are ever claſning and jarring; 
ns and tho* for good Reaſons we do not encourage 
1 dr foment their Diſſenſions, yet it would be ri. 
las, as the Caſe is, to pretend to put a 
5 orce on their Temper, and to make them love 


one another whether we can or no. Plato (who 
ag knew the Matter well) adviſes to chuſe Slaves 
thus badly qualified, rather than others. I ſhall 
ſet down his Words from the Plate above quo- 

ted. Perſpicuum mibi videtur quando difficile doma- © 
Nur homo, & ad neceſſurjam diſtinctionem Servi d li- 
Zero & domino re ipſa deduci ægre patitur, diff- 
eilem poſſefſionem hominem eſſe. Buotexemplo in cre- 
| brit Meſſeniorum rebellionibus patuit. Civitates pre- 

1 _ le, multos ejuſdem lingu Servos babent, pla- 


erunt, quot quantaſue mala binc . 
——ů 


TT . 


| [ 95-1 
— oninia EY quis animadvertat, quid de his 


faciendum fit: dubitabit. Due igitur ſolummodo re- 


ftant vie, ut gui facile fervituri 1 net ejuſdem 


datriæ ſint, & quam masimè fieri poſſit, inter ſe: © 


diſſoni. And Tacitus Annal. lid. 14. as I have 


ſeen him quoted) Suſpecta majoribus noſtrit fuere 


ris aut damibus 
minorum ſtatim 


ingenia- Servorum, etiam cum in 
ijſdem naſcerentur, charitatemque:. 
rent.  Poſiquam vero Natiques in familiis ba- 


ercipe 
bemus ( dictum Ga affii Senatoris) quibus divenſi ritus,. 
 externa ſacra aut nulla 4 colluviem iſtam non 
niſi metu coercueris; they were not to be kept in 


order by any thing but Fear and Terror, mee 
which (to uſe your Lordſhip's Words, pag. 13.) 

there cannot be à more uneaſy State, either t6 thoſe 

who govern, or thoſe who are govern'd. To all 
which I muſt add, that the Number of their 
Men and Women in our Colonics is greater by 
far in proportion to their Children and Infants, 


„than the like is among the Whites of any Coun- 
try, or than it is among their own Countrymen in 


Africa; for it is but ſeldom that à Slave above 
Thirty or under Ten or Twelve Years of Age is 
imported here from thence, and we have none of 
their Infants but what are born in our Plantati- 
ons 3. nor ought it to he forgotten, that the Births - 
here among the Blacks are (for the Reaſons 5 
ſign'd in the Account of the: Sale of the French 
Lands in St Chriſtopher's). very ſhort of what 
might be expected from ſuch a Number of Peo- 
ple; nay, this laſt Obſervation will, I fear, be 
found to hold in a good Degree with reſpect to 


the Whites in our Sugar-Coloniesz, for however 


ſome Countries of Europe are ſaid, let the Mor- 
_ tality-be:whar ic will, to e their Inhabitants 


4 in 4 ar Bpace of Time, yet if the Births fall 5 


e Deaths of our Seitled Inhabitants 
Eleven on "On about' one Fourth' (as 
A there 


* 
wk - 
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chere is 5 Ground: to believe they do fangs ſome 
Accounts, the Exactneſs whereof I cannot doubt, 
which I have ſeen for Eleven Years together of 
dhe Births and Deaths in © Places which are 


not the healthiefty and yet far from being the 
moſt. unhealthful here) it is evident that, ſũppo- 
ſing no Supplies were to come from elſwhere, 
there would not in a certain Number of Tears be 
one Man of us left alive in theſe Colonies. And 
I cannot help wondering how any Man in I.. 
land, who knows ſo much of our 
be able to write on the Subject of their Oar 

- fion, or who has found on = Authority how 
great their Numbers are, could miſs obſerving 
the Danger we muſt needs be in from them; e- 
K y after what has been ſo long ago, and is 

frequently publiſhed am the Preſs concern- 
Wh their Machinations and Attempts agaight the 
hites in our Suger-Plantations, | 

Ins the laſt Place I would obſerve, chat in 
judging in | England of the Negro · Slaves, they 
ſeem to have formed their Notions of chem from | 
what the Slaves were among the ancient Fews, 
Greeks, and Romans, and in the firſt Age of Chri- 
ſtianity, when (as your Lordſhip remarks, pag. 
12.) many Servants were in the Conditton of Slaves. 
What theſe Negroes are from the Commencement 
of their Servitude in Africa down to the Com- 
pletion of it in our Sugar-Colonies (if that may be 
ſaid to be compleated which is propagating to 
lateſt Poſterity) has been briefly deſcribed in the 
| Short Eſſay ; what the Slaves among the Ancients 


were, is better known in England. than here; _ 


moſt of them, if I miſtake not were no ſuch Stran- 
en to the Language, Education, and even the 

Religious Workbip of the Countries where they 

lived ; their Numbers were nothing ſo conſide- 


"ge with * of che F 2 among ha 
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ſerv'd as ours, many fine things are repor- 
ted of the Morals of many of chem, and the 
World reads to this Day ſome of the Produc 
of their Wit with Admiration. But let any 


conſider them at the very worſt that is any whe 


ſaid of them, or the Condition of their Servitude 
in general, and compare both with the Negro- 


Slaves,. and their Seu edle from firſt to laſt, and 
then ſay whether he ever heard or read of any 
thing like the Latter ſince the firſt Formation * 8 


Man upon the Earth. Tis true, Chriſtianity, 

it was $95 meant to ſerve for a Salve for jens 
Violations of the Laws of Nature or Humanity, 
ſo neither did it meddle with cheir Secular Rights; 


but then it preſcribed ſuch Rules of Univerſal 


Love and Benevolence, Spiritual Brotherhood, 


Sc. that no ſooner did whole Nations, Freemen 


and Slaves, with their Supreme Rulers embrace 
it, but "wok (being as 7uſtinian defines it in 
his Inſtitutions Lib. 1. tit. 3. Conſtitutio juris genti- 
um, quis dominio aliens contra naturam 5 

1 to be look'd on as a Condition not 
e to the Chriſtian SpiriFand Diſpen- 
ſation ; and tho” the Slavery then in Uſe was of 
a limited Order, and far ſhott of that which has 


lately ſprung u \among n e, yet (whether 


the Peop oſe Days thought they 
a bing in Chriſtianity that could not eaſi- 
14 be pragtis'd by Slaves, that is, by Men whom 


Law conſider'd not as Perſons, but Things,” 


a”. which is the ſame, ſomething ſo cloſely ad- 


herent to Slaves, as ſuch, & render'd ſome Du- 


ties of Chriſtianity not very practicable by them, 
or whatever was the Cauſe thereof) 'in proceſs 
of rime the State of Servitude wholly diſappear'd 
in Euro rope. „ eſt (ſays Limberch.* heo- 


N. 62.)  amoris n quem 
. * . belt Ry 12 E; 
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bjici- 


omemengat, Per fetfioni, ho- 
© wes 
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mines ; fdeles in Servitute durd non Wb Frey 
autem bomines liberos in Servitutem non red 4 
 Quare nos ille durus ac ſeverus,  homines be 
captos in Servitutem red! gendi, merito inter 2 
. nos ſublatus est. . autem liberos ac innocentes 
invitos in Servitutem redigere, aliiſque Lucri cauſa 
venere, aut ab aliis in Servitutem redactos emere, | 
ruiſumque venum exponere, inbumanum eſt, & neu- 
riqulam concifiari poteſt cum equiſſims aa Nature re- 
uld Quicquid vultis ut faciant vobis homines, 
oc faclte Illis. Lands, Houſes, Cattle (ſays Biſhop I * 
Sanderſon in his Seventh Court-Sermon) and other 
like Poſſeſſions made far Man's Uſe, are the proper 
Subjeft-Matter of Trade and Commerce, and fo are 
fit 10 paſs from Man to Man by Sales, and other 
Contratts, But that Man, a e 0 "ſuch Ex-. 
cellency, ſtamped with the Image of God, endow'd 
with. a Reaſonable Soul, capable of TRE, . 
and Glory, ſhould roſtare in foro, become mere, 
chantuble Ware. and be cha ſſer d in dhe Markets anc dil,» 
Fairs, J ſuppoſe had been 00 never heard of in” i 
tbe Mell, d not the Over flowings o f Pride, a * 
© Cruelty. and Covetouſneſs, Lady's 256 of the Hearts 
of Men the very Impreſſions both of Rel ion and 
Humanity. I is well, and we are 10 bleſs God, 
and under Cod to thank our Chriſtian Religion and | | 
pious Governors for it, that in theſe Times and 
Parts of the World, we ſearce know what it means. 
But that it was generally practis d all the World 
over in ſome former Ages, and is at this Day in uſe 
among Turks and Pagans, to ſell Men, ancient 
- Hiſtories and modern Relations will not ſuffer us to 
be ignorant. Foreign Slaves in England, (ſays Dr 
Chamberlayne in his Preſent State, in the Article 
of Servants) there are none ſince Chriſtianity pre- 
vail d; a 93 Slave brought into England, is 
a upon landing. ipſo facto free from Slavery. Non 
85  proternitiends eft (ſays Scipio Gentilis in Phun. 
Mm. 
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kn elt. 47 ) bil ma 6 bumaniſ ma Rent 

. Galliz Fay ne qud 7 fit ut Servus quicunque & cu- | | 
juſcungue, ſimul ac pedem in terra Cailia poſuit, 
momento liber exiſtat. And I ſuppoſe it is much 

the ſame in other Chriſtian Countries of Europe. 2 
Tis. pleaſant to ſee with what Freedom a Man 
will declaim againſt Sin, and recommend Truth, 

when none of the Audience, none bur Txrks or 
_ Pagans are concern'd in either; but what Court- 
= Preacher from the Reſtoration to the Revolu- 
tion, or what bold Afertor of the, Liberties of 
Mankind from that Time to this, has once pub- | 
lickly:declar'd himſelf on this Head at the rate 
the Biſhop now mentioned did, when there was 
no occaſion for it (that he knew of) farther than 
the Illuſtration of his Subject? Little indeed did 
that good and wiſe Man (who was as far from 
Time-ſerving as any of his Time) ſuſpect what 
was 2 brewing, ad he preach'd that Sermon to 
the Court, July 1638; and as little, I dare fay, 
did they who firſt introduc'd this horrid Slavery 
into the Weſt. Indies, imagine what it would grow 

to in After-Times; but what; my Lord, 190 

one think of thoſe now living, who, merely or 

Self- Intereſt or Lucre-ſake, ſupport and propa- 
gate the ſame ſtill more ang more in the World, 

and, not, content with that would (without. ſo 
much as offering at the ſmalleſt Regulation) have 
Chriſtianity grafted upon it, to Toe for I 

wiſli the would tell what! I leave it to the ſe- 

rious Thoughts (I will not ſay of any honeſt | 
Chriſtian, bat) of any Man of,Candour and In- 
genuity, who knows, what Chriſtianity -is, and 

what this Slavery i is, whether a Chriſtian-Slave be 

not much ſuch another Conjunct ion as God. Mam 

ty; or ha * or to * wich 8 
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ut turpit rpiter A 
22 in ee mie formoſs ſupernt. 


| And thefe ObſerealBii are fo plain and faitable, 
that it cannot but ſeem ſtrange, how Men of 
Judgment and AY could mils ſeeing thein; 
and far ſtranger, ſu g them to have been 


ſeen, how they could lock them up within their 
own Breaſts, and wy n from the Sight of 


Others ; E hope the Spirit of a mor, Hor, who 
wanted (as his Pane My tells us, London-Fournal, 
May 31, 1729) Addrefs'and Courage to de bat, 
above all things, he wiſt?d to ſee done, will never 
0 IS. into thoſe who propage the Goſpel of Feſus 
"Chri 
My Lord, I have lived and labour d ſo long in 
the World chat I cannot expect to do either 9 
longer; my Worldly Circumſtances (praifed be 
'GOD) ſer me above the 3 of writing 
on this, or any other Su 1 for Profit or Re- 
ard; and having taken all the Precautions I can 


| keep my Name conceal'd, (which therefore it 


— — 2 


will not be fo very kind e or fair in my Well-wiſner 


tothe Converfion of thefe poor Creatures to ſearch 
after) it cannot wellbe t ought that 1 write for 


Praiſe ; much leſs go I 7 82 to have it to fay,. - 


at a time of need, that I have done my beſt to- 


\ 


wards the Propagating of Chriſtianity amon the . 
0 


Blacks in our Stgar-Colonies ;. for indeed Ik 

not hitherto done my beſt ; nor ſhall 1 ae, 
while Health permits, to purſue the ſanje Subject 
in one Form or other, till either the Work of 
their Converſion ſhall be fair begun, or elſe de- 
celared Impracticable. But th 


the Laft, if the Chriſtians will bus exert them 
ſelves in their ſeveral Stations and Capacities, and 


not flacken their Endeavours aktough Succeſs 


* 


— 


ere is no fear f 


142 
FA 


„„ | 
tate chem in ore Aepe thn Oe, or 
Two, or Song 4% (to make Gola 
with your Lordfhip's 67; lene Words, pag. 7.) 
than . Ingpoſibility of doi J good at all, can 
warrant our giving over ying afide'all Means 
and Endeavonrs, where the fs 5 — 'of the Go- 

el, and the ſaving of Souls, are immediately con- 
cern'd.” Many Undertakings look more E . 
before Trial, than they are afterwards found to be in 
Experience; eſperially when there is not a good Heart. 
75 go about them: And it is frequently obſerved, that | 
ſmall Beginnings, when eee with "Reſolution, are 
attended with great and furprizing Succeſs, But in 
no Caſe is the Succeſs more Great and 78 
than when gobd Men engage in the Cauſe of GO 
and Religion, out of a juſt Senſe of the ineftimable 
Value of a Soul, and in a ad e 1 
furance, that their honeſt Deſigus an Toy; 
for the promoting Religion, will be ſupported by a 
« Special Bleſſing from GOD. My Lord, there i is 
no doubt to be made of Succeſs ; let but thoſe 
— in whoſe Way it more immediately lies, 
loy their well-known Addreſs, Eloquence, 
i other excellent Talents, to have this Affair 


once brought upon the proper Carpet; : and then 


the Hinderances of the Work, as well as our own 


Duty, will fo ſtare us all in the ace, that we 


ſnall not be able to avoid ſeeing the Firſt, and 
charging ourſelves with the Latter. 
Smaller Difficulties no donbt many will ariſe | 


when the Work comes to be conſidered in Ear- 


neſt, and more in the Execution of it: I ſhall 
mention Two that occur to me at preſent, which 
I hope ſome Gentleman of Learning will be 
pleaſ 6d to reſolve at his Leiſure. The firſt is 
with reſpect to the Slaves that ſhall be made Chri- 


1 whether upon their being competently In- 
ſtructed, g 


\ 


K 8 N 
| Kraked, ind Baptiz-d into the Chriſtian Faith, 
their Evidence ought to be taken upon Oath in 
ä | all Caſes wherein there may be Occaſion for them 
1 ES. as well as that of the Whites 3 or, 
5 ſuppoſing them to remain after becoming Chri- 
ſtſitians in the ſame Order of Servitufle as. now, 
| | their Evidence ought to reft on the preſent Foot- 
ing. At preſent their Evidence, or Word, or 
Declaration, is only good againſt one another, 
Hut never admitted or taken againſt a White 
| | __ altho' Fifty of them were to ſee him com- 
© mit Murder, or any the moſt atrocious Crime; 
one Reaſon whereof is, becauſe the beſt of them 
do not ſeem to us to — ſuch a Senſe of an Al- 
mighty Being as is neceſſary ro c qualify them for 
Swearing. Negue Ser vum hommom leſtem eſſe liceat, 
Propter animos eee, probabile enim eſt aut Lueri 
cauſd, aut pre metu, non verum teſtimonium depoſi- 
turos, e Antig. Jud. lib. 4. cap. 8. Servo S 
Seruæ -d bomicidio ſolum decere teſtarigue liceat, . 
i idoneum. fidejuſſorem dederint ſe uſque ad latam ſh- 


 tentiam permanſuros, fi forte Falſi 1 fuerint | 
* Plato de Legiouss 1 II. near the end. 


1 


V1 


| Ser vun bominem canſain orare Le. non fa mans: 
| „ — 95 dictio oft — 
þ Es „ Trent. Phorm. Act. ii. SC. i. vers 62, 


And Plutarch (i in Fuat as al "AAR 8 him 
ſome where quoted) Juramentum homini libero pro 
ttormento oft :» unde Romani d ſervis veritatem per . 
tormenta extorquebant, d ciue juramento. The Se- 

cond is with reſpect to the Jews of Barbadoes, 
Jamaica, Nevis, and & Cbriſtopber's, many where- 
of in the two former Iſlands are'Owners of. Num- 
bers of Slaves, whether theReabs of the Impe- 


| ial * and, 3 Conſtitutions, which 
2 | forbid 


ARES; ai 
forbid thoſe of the Hebrew Nation to keep Ch 


ſtian Slaves, ought to affect the Jews of s our 820 
gar-Colonies, or how far. 


I have ſome other things to ſay, which wala 


be new to your Lordſhip and the Brizzfh Nation, 


icularly concerning my good Friends the 
8 of he Leward-1ſlands, who among the 


_ of their Order in America have been ſo rude- 


ly attack*d, and ſo fouly and falſly ſlander'd by 


e Writer of the above-quoted Propoſal for the bei- 
ier ſupplying of Churches in our Foreign Plantations, 


&c. But fearing to have treſpaſs'd too long alrea- 
dy on your Lordſhip's Time, Iconclude, and re- 
main with all * and Eſteem, 


My Lord, 
Your Loxpskir' a 
Moft Obedient 
Humble Servant, 
EI ED 5 


Nov. 29. 1729. 


Leward Caribbee-Iſlands. 


An Inhabitant of his Majeſty's 
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